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150 injured in 
fireworks accident 
at temple
Press Trust Of India

Additional divi-
sional magistrate to 
carry out an inquiry 
separately into the 
incident and submit 
a report.

KASARAGOD: A fire acci-
dent during a Theyyam 
performance at a temple 
near Neeleswaram late 
last night left 154 people 
injured, eight of them 
seriously, when firecrack-
ers stored in the vicinity 
exploded, police said on 
Tuesday.

Kasargod District 
Police chief D Shilpa 
announced the formation 
of a Special Investigation 
Team (SIT) to probe into 
the fire accident.

The district adminis-
tration said that the addi-
tional divisional magis-
trate has been directed to 
carry out an inquiry sep-
arately into the incident 
and submit a report.

The incident hap-
pened at Anjoottanbalam 
Veererkavu Temple near 
Neeleswaram in this 
northernmost district of 
Kerala, police said.

Nileswaram police 
have registered a case 
into the firework accident 
under the Explosive Sub-
stance Act and various 
sections of the Bharatiya 
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

The firecrackers were 
burst in the temple prem-
ises without any legal 
permission, and the 
accident happened due 
to its careless handling 
and negligence by the 
accused, police said.

Eight people were 
booked, and four of them 
were taken into custody, 
a senior police officer 
said.

Though police earlier 
said that all those booked 
are temple committee 
members, they later clari-
fied that one among them 

is a local man who burst 
firecrackers.

The incident occurred 
as hundreds of people, 
including women and 
children, had gathered 
to have a glimpse of the 
Theyyam performance 
at the shrine. Theyyam 
is a centuries-old ritual-
istic performance held 
at temples and ‘kavus’ 
(sacred groves) in the 
Malabar (north Kerala) 
region of Kerala.

The District Collec-
tor said on Tuesday that 
those who were seriously 
injured had 80 per cent 
burns.

Nitin, coordinator for Nagpur South seat
NEW DELHI: Nitin Bhansali, spokesperson for the Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress Committee and a Congress 
leader, has been given this important responsibility by the AICC, serving as the coordinator for the significant 
Vidarbha region’s Nagpur South Assembly constituency in the Maharashtra Assembly elections. Bhansali has 
expressed his gratitude to the AICC and the top leadership of the Chhattisgarh Pradesh Congress, as well as 
senior Congress leaders, for this responsibility.
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