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NEW YORK: A 45-year-old Indian-origin man has been 
sentenced to life without the possibility of parole following his 
conviction on murder charges for deliberately ramming his car into 
a vehicle that killed three 16-year-old boys and seriously injured 

three other teens after the youngsters played a “doorbell” prank on 
him in 2020. Anurag Chandra, of California, was in April convicted 
of three counts of murder, three counts of attempted murder, and a 
special circumstance allegation of multiple murders. 

US: PIO sentenced to life for car crash that killed three  
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Oz: Crocodile 
Islands listed as 
protected area 
CANBERRA: The Crocodile 
Islands archipelago was added 
to the Australian government’s 
network of Indigenous Protected 
Areas (IPAs) on Monday.  This 
means that local Indigenous 
groups will receive ongoing 
funding from the government to 
deliver management plans for 
threatened species, marine 
debris, weeds, feral animals and 
wildfires, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Thr islands are home to 
28 threatened species and more 
than 40 migratory species 
including whales, dolphins, 
turtles and thousands of 
shorebirds. 
 
Poland: Bird flu 
kills dozens of cats  
LONDON: The World Health 
Organisation said more than 
two dozen cats have been 
infected with bird flu across 
Poland, but no people appeared 
to have been sickened. In a 
statement on Monday, the UN 
health agency said it was the 
first time so many cats had been 
reported to have bird flu over 
such a wide geographical area 
in a single country, amid an 
unprecedented global outbreak 
of the latest version of the H5N1 
version of the disease. WHO 
said that late last month, Polish 
authorities informed agency 
officials of the unusual deaths of 
more than 45 cats in 13 
geographical regions of the 
country. Testing last week found 
that 29 had H5N1. As of June, 
the most recent variant of H5N1 
has been reported in birds and 
other animal species in Asia, 
Africa, Europe and the Americas. 
Since 2020, WHO said a dozen 
human cases have been 
reported. 
 
Building collapse 
in Cairo kills 
seven  
CAIRO: An apartment building 
collapsed on Monday in the 
Egyptian capital of Cairo, 
leaving at least seven people 
dead, state-run media said, as 
rescuers at the scene searched 
through the rubble. Building 
collapses are common in Egypt, 
where shoddy construction and 
a lack of maintenance are 
widespread in shantytowns, 
poor city neighborhoods and 
rural areas. The state-run MENA 
news agency reported that 
rescue teams recovered at least 
seven bodies from under the 
rubble of a four-story building in 
Cairo’s neighborhood of Hadaeq 
el-Qubbah.  
 Four survivors were also 
recovered and taken to hospital 
and authorities evacuated a 
neighboring apartment building, 
MENA said. 

GLOBAL 
BULLETIN

AP / Tallinn 
 

Traffic on the key bridge 
connecting Crimea to Rus-
sia’s mainland was halted 
on Monday after one of its 
sections was blown up in 
what Russian officials said 
was a Ukrainian attack 
that also killed a married 
couple and injured their 
daughter. 

Russia’s National Anti-
Terrorist Committee said 
that the attack had been 
staged by the Ukrainian 
special services and in-
volved two sea drones. 
Ukrainian officials didn’t 
claim responsibility for the 
attack, which is the second 
major strike on the bridge 
since October, when a 
truck bomb blew up two of 
its sections. 

Natalia Humeniuk, a 
spokeswoman for the 
Ukrainian military’s 
Southern Command, said 
the explosions on the 
bridge could be a Russian 
provocation, but Ukrainian 
Ukrainska Pravda and RBC 
Ukraine news outlets said 

the attack was planned 
jointly by the Security 
Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
and the Ukrainian Navy 
and involved sea drones. 

Kyiv didn’t initially ac-
knowledge responsibility 
for October’s bombing, but 
a senior Ukrainian official 
did eventually confirm it. 

The bridge is a key 
artery for supplying 
Crimea, which serves as a 
major hub for Russia’s war 
in Ukraine. The attack on 
the bridge comes as 
Ukrainian forces are trying 
to press a counteroffensive 
in several sections of the 
front line. 

 Video posted by Crimea 
24 online news channel 
showed a section of the 
bridge tilted and hanging 
down, but there was no in-
dication any portion had 
fallen into the water. 

Russia’s Belgorov region 
Gov Vyacheslav Gladkov 
said the attack killed a mar-
ried couple from the region 
and their daughter was 
hospitalised with serious 
injuries. 

Committee investigators work on the Kerch bridge, which was 
heavily damaged following an attack on Monday                   —AFP
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Italian health officials inten-
sified heat warnings as 
southern Europe began a 
brutally hot week on Mon-
day with temperatures ex-
pected to top 40 C - or 104 F - 
in multiple cities already 
overburdened by tourists. 
The health ministry issued 
10 recommendations to pro-
tect elderly people, the sick 
and pets from the heat, urg-
ing people to stay indoors 
during the hottest hours, 
drink at least 1.5 litres (near-
ly half a gallon) of water a 
day and refrain from strenu-
ous exercise at peak 
daylight times. 

 The culprit was a high-
pressure anticyclone 
dubbed Cerberus, the multi-
headed dog that guards gates 
to the underworld in Greek 
mythology. Local celebrities 
went on state-run RAI televi-
sion to read the recommen-
dations aloud, in hopes of 
spreading the message. 

The third heatwave in a 
month was expected to 
affect much of the Mediter-
ranean and last until 

Wednesday. The mercury in 
Rome hit 35 C (95 F) just be-
fore noon Monday and was 
forecast to near 40 C (104 F) 
in the afternoon.  Italy’s cap-
ital city was expected to be 
even hotter on Tuesday, as 
were several other cities in 

particular in Sardinia and 
Sicily. 

Power outages were hit-
ting parts of Rome as 
electric grids suffered under 
heavier demand from air 
conditioners as people 
sought relief. 

Italian farm lobby 
Coldiretti, meanwhile, is-
sued an alarm about the 
plight of domestic and farm 
animals, noting that cows 
are producing around 10 per 
cent less milk as a result of 
the heat.  

Heat wave bakes Europe

 Smoke billowing as a wild fire rages on the Canary Island of La 
Palma on Sunday                                                                   — AFP

MOSCOW PULLS OUT OF  
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Russia said Monday it has 
halted an unprecedented 
wartime deal that allows 
grain to flow from Ukraine to 
countries in Africa, the Mid-
dle East and Asia where 
hunger is a growing threat 
and high food prices have 
pushed more people into 
poverty.  Kremlin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov 
announced halting the deal 
in a conference call with re-
porters, adding that Russia 
will return to the deal after 
its demands are met. 

“When the part of the 
Black Sea deal related to Rus-
sia is implemented, Russia 
will immediately return to 
the implementation of the 
deal,” Peskov said. 

It’s the end of a break-
through accord that the Unit-
ed Nations and Turkiye bro-
kered last summer to allow 
food to leave the Black Sea re-
gion after Russia invaded its 
neighbour nearly a year and 
a half ago.  

A separate agreement fa-
cilitated the movement of 
Russian food and fertiliser 

amid Western sanctions. The 
warring nations are both ma-
jor global suppliers of wheat, 
barley, sunflower oil and oth-
er affordable food products 
that developing nations rely 
on. Russia has complained 
that restrictions on shipping 
and insurance have ham-
pered its exports of food and 
fertiliser - also critical to the 
global food chain. 

But analysts and export 
data say Russia has been 
shipping record amounts of 
wheat and its fertilisers also 
have been flowing. 

The agreement was re-
newed for 60 days in May 
amid Moscow’s pushback. In 
recent months, the amount of 
food shipped and number of 
vessels departing Ukraine 
have plunged, with Russia 
accused of limiting addition-
al ships able to participate. 

The war in Ukraine sent 
food commodity prices surg-
ing to record highs last year 
and contributed to a global 
food crisis also tied to con-
flict, the lingering effects of 
the Covid pandemic, 
droughts and other climate 
factors.  

Crimea bridge hit by blast
BREAKTHROUGH ACCORD ENDS 

The third heatwave in 
a month was expected 
to affect much of the 
Mediterranean and 

last until Wednesday

Govt officials banned from using iPhones 
n In Russia, government employees are barred from using all 
Apple devices due to concerns about espionage operations by 
US intelligence agencies  

n Russia’s Federal Security Service claimed in June it had 
uncovered ‘spying operation by US intelligence agencies using 
Apple devices’ 

n Apple has denied working with US intelligence services. The 
tech company said it “has never worked with any government 
to build a backdoor into any Apple product, and never will”


