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New Lease of Life for Rural Water Bodies
with Pond Modernisation

TSIT, Visakhapatnam

The State Government is
taking up extensive mod-
ernisation of water bodies
across Andhra Pradesh
with the objectives of con-
serving irrigation resourc-
es, improving groundwa-
ter levels, protecting the
environment and provid-
ing better recreational
facilities for rural commu-
nities. The initiative has
gained momentum
through the efforts of
Deputy Chief Minister
Pawan Kalyan and sup-
port under the Pradhan
Mantri Krishi Sinchayee
Yojana (PMKSY). A total
of 105 ponds are being
modernised across the

State at an estimated cost
of around Rs.50 crore. So
far, works on 26 ponds
have been completed and
the renovated water bod-
ies have been made avail-
able to the public. The
works have been complet-
ed in several districts,
including  Anantapur,
Palnadu, Sri Sathya Sai,
Chittoor, Kurnool, Sri
Potti Sriramulu Nellore,
Kakinada and Guntur,
while works on the
remaining ponds are pro-
gressing at various stages.

As part of the moderni-
sation, pond bunds are
being strengthened and
facilities such as walking
tracks, entrance gates,

KIMS Doctors Help 30-Year-0ld
Avoid Liver Transplant with
Minimally Invasive Treatment

Rare Budd-Chiari syndrome diag-
nosed after advanced vascular
imaging; hepatic blood flow
restored through balloon veno-
plasty and stenting

Hyderabad, September 4, 2026:
Doctors at KIMS Hospitals,
Kondapur, have helped a
30-year-old man from
Visakhapatnam avoid a liver
transplant after diagnosing
and treating a rare vascular
condition known as Budd-
Chiari syndrome.

The patient had suffered
from severe and recurrent
ascites, or accumulation of
fluid in the abdomen, for near-
ly a year. He had initially been
suspected to have advanced
liver disease, with his history
of alcohol consumption con-
sidered a possible cause, and
was advised to undergo liver
transplantation.Seeking a sec-
ond opinion at KIMS
Kondapur, he underwent
detailed evaluation by a multi-
disciplinary team of interven-
tional radiologists and medi-
cal gastroenterologists.
Advanced vascular imaging
revealed severe narrowing
and complete blockage of the

major hepatic veins, which
drain blood from the liver. A
clot was also detected in an
accessory left hepatic vein
that was providing an alterna-
tive drainage pathway.

Instead of proceeding directly
to transplantation, the KIMS
team attempted to restore hepatic
venous blood flow. The interven-
tional radiology team accessed
the partially patent accessory
hepatic vein through a minimally
invasive procedure. Balloon
venoplasty was performed to
widen the narrowed segment, fol-
lowed by placement of a metallic
stent to maintain blood flow.The
procedure successfully restored
venous drainage from the liver
without major surgery. The
patient recovered well and was
discharged on medication under
medical supervision. At a one-
month follow-up, his recurrent
ascites had completely resolved
and liver function tests showed
significant ~ improvement.Dr.
Mahesh Kumar Thummu,
Interventional Radiologist, KIMS
Hospitals, Kondapur, said Budd-
Chiari syndrome can be difficult
to identify because its symptoms
may resemble common forms of
liver cirrhosis.

solar lighting, seating
benches, children’s parks
and open-air gyms are
being developed. The
objective is to transform
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the ponds into attractive
community spaces that
support recreation, health
and leisure, apart from
strengthening their role as

water resources. Among
the ponds already devel-
oped are Vedulla Cheruvu
in Kuppam constituency
of Chittoor district,
Panduru Cheruvu in
Kakinada Rural constitu-
ency, Vengalayapalem
Cheruvu in Guntur dis-
trict, Gudiselapalli
Cheruvu in Anantapur
district, Vinjamuru
Cheruvu in Nellore dis-
trict and Palasamudram
Cheruvu in Sri Sathya Sai
district.

The modernisation pro-
gramme is expected to
increase water storage
capacity, strengthen irri-
gation resources and con-
tribute to the improve-

ment of groundwater lev-
els in surrounding areas.
It will also benefit farmers
by improving the avail-
ability of water for cultiva-
tion and contribute to
environmental conserva-
tion and ecological bal-
ance. Deputy  Chief
Minister Pawan Kalyan is
also giving special empha-
sis to the quality of the
works, besides ensuring
their timely completion.
Officials have been direct-
ed to maintain quality
standards and complete
the remaining works by
the end of September so
that the facilities can be
made available to the pub-
lic at the earliest.

Traditional Handicrafts to Get a Modern Makeover

TSIT, Visakhapatnam :
With changing consumer
preferences and growing
demand for handicraft
products, the Central and
State Governments are
taking steps to strengthen
the livelihoods and finan-
cial security of artisans in
Andhra Pradesh. Training
programmes are being
launched to enhance the
skills of handicraft arti-
sans and enable them to
create traditional art
forms with contemporary
designs. Handlooms and
Textiles Minister S. Savita
said the Central
Government has sanc-
tioned Rs.1,35,16,314 for the
training programmes,
which will benefit around
770 handicraft artisans
across the State.
Depending on the craft,

training will be provided
for one or two months
through cluster-based pro-
grammes.

The Minister said the
State Government, under

Congress Stages ‘Kumbhakarna’
Protest Against KCR Motha
Rohith Mudhiraj

Hyderabad TSIT: Khairatabad
District Congress Committee
on Friday staged a novel pro-
test against former Chief
Minister and BRS president K.
Chandrashekar Rao (KCR),
accusing him of remaining dis-

connected from the people and
their problems for the past
1,000 days.Led by Khairatabad
District Congress President
Motha Rohith Mudhiraj,
Congress leaders and workers
took out a rally from Gandhi
Bhavan to Gun Park. As part
of the protest, they displayed a
huge cutout depicting KCR as
the mythological character
Kumbhakarna, symbolising
what they described as his
prolonged political “slum-
ber”.Addressing the protest,
Rohith Mudiraj alleged that
KCR had distanced himself
from the people and confined
himself to his farmhouse
instead of playing an active
role as an  elected
representative.“KCR has been
in deep slumber for the past
1,000 days without paying
attention to the problems
faced by the people.

the leadership of Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu, has already been
implementing several ini-
tiatives to strengthen the
handloom sector and

increase the sales of hand-
loom products. Similar
measures are now being
extended to handicraft
artisans to improve their
skills, income and employ-
ment opportunities with
the support of the Central
Government. As part of
the programme, artisans
engaged in various tradi-
tional crafts will receive
training through Guru-

Shishya Hast  Shilp
Prashikshan (GHPP) and
Design Development

Workshops (DDW). GHPP
training will generally be
conducted for two months,
while DDW programmes
will be conducted for one
month. Training in wood-
en toy making under the
DDW programme will also
be conducted for two
months.

South Coast Railway Organises Vigilance Seminar
to Promote Integrity and Transparency

TSIT, Visakhapatnam.

South Coast Railway (SCoR)
organised a Vigilance Seminar
at its Headquarters with the par-
ticipation of Principal Heads of
Departments (PHODs),
Divisional Railway Managers
(DRMs) and senior officers from
various departments across the
Zone. The seminar was chaired
by Shri Sandeep Mathur,
General Manager, South Coast
Railway. Ashish Mehrothra,
SDGM & Chief Vigilance Officer,
SCoR, conducted the proceed-
ings and highlighted the impor-
tance of vigilance awareness in
strengthening transparency,
accountability and integrity in
the organisation. The seminar
focused on the provisions and

guidelines issued by the Central
Vigilance Commission (CVC)
and Railway  Vigilance
Department for preventing cor-
ruption and promoting ethical
conduct in public service.
Addressing the gathering, Shri
Sandeep Mathur emphasised
that awareness is the basic
requirement for effectively con-
taining corruption. He urged offi-
cials and employees to remain
vigilant, follow established proce-
dures and uphold the highest
standards of integrity in the dis-
charge of their duties. He also
appreciated the Vigilance
Department for acting as a coun-
sellor and guide to officers and
staff and helping them avoid
inadvertent procedural lapses.

South Coast Railway Organises Vigilance Seminar
to Promote Integrity and Transparency

TSIT, Visakhapatnam.

South Coast Railway (SCoR)
organised a Vigilance
Seminar at its Headquarters
with the participation of

Principal Heads of
Departments (PHODs),
Divisional Railway

Managers (DRMs) and senior
officers from various depart-
ments across the Zone. The
seminar was chaired by Shri
Sandeep Mathur, General
Manager, South Coast
Railway. Ashish Mehrothra,
SDGM & Chief Vigilance

Officer, SCoR, conducted the
proceedings and highlighted
the importance of vigilance
awareness in strengthening
transparency, accountabili-
ty and integrity in the organ-
isation. The seminar focused
on the provisions and guide-
lines issued by the Central
Vigilance Commission
(CVC)and Railway Vigilance
Department for preventing
corruption and promoting
ethical conduct in public ser-
vice.Addressing the gather-
ing, Shri Sandeep Mathur

emphasised that awareness is
the basic requirement for
effectively containing corrup-
tion. He urged officials and
employees to remain vigilant,
follow established procedures
and uphold the highest stan-
dards of integrity in the dis-
charge of their duties. He also
appreciated the Vigilance
Department for acting as a
counsellor and guide to offi-
cers and staff and helping
them avoid inadvertent pro-
cedural lapses. Shri Ashish
Mehrothra stressed that
every individual has an
important role in creating an
ethical work culture. He
called upon employees to
remain self-conscious and
committed to integrity and
honesty in both their person-
al and professional lives.
Awareness for Railway Job
Aspirants: Special emphasis
was laid on educating job
aspirants that recruitment.
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Public urged to pledge
eyes for donation

Vijayawada: L V
Prasad Eye Institute
(LVPEI) has urged
people to pledge their
eyes to help restore
vision to those suffer-
ing from corneal
blindness. The appeal
was made during the
41st National Eye
Donation Fortnight, observed
from August 25 to September
8.LVPEI Medical Director Dr.
Arvind Roy said greater
awareness was needed and
stressed that eye donation is
possible only after death, with
family consent being essen-
tial. An awareness and felici-
tation programme was held at

LVPEI's Kode Venkatadri
Chowdary Campus in
Vijayawada, attended by
donor families, transplant
recipients, volunteers, stu-
dents and others.The LVPEI
Eye Bank Network has col-
lected over 1.70 lakh donor
corneas since 1989, helping
restore sight to thousands.

Ration syndicate tightens
grip in Vijayawada West

Vijayawada:The illegal
smuggling and recycling
of subsidized ration rice
are rampant in the West
constituency, with a
notorious kingpin turn-
ing it into an organized
syndicate. 'Koti', who pre-
viously dominated the
Central constituency, has
reportedly shifted his
base of operations to the
West, establishing him-
self as the undisputed
'Ration Don' of the area.
Allegations are flying
thick and fast that nearly
all fair price shops
(ration stores) in the con-
stituency have been forc-
ibly brought under his
control.Coercion and
Targeted RaidsSources
reveal a chilling modus
operandi: ration dealers
are given a flat ultima-
tum to hand over the
subsidized rice to Koti’s
syndicate. Those who
comply are left
untouched, while those
who resist face the wrath
of state machinery. It is
alleged that certain cor-
rupt officials within the
Civil Supplies and
Vigilance departments—
lured by hefty bribes—
are actively backing
Koti. These officials are
reportedly orchestrating
targeted raids and threat-
ening to cancel the
licenses of dealers who

refuse to cooperate with
the syndicate.

*The Price Breakdown:*
Smuggling
EconomicsKoti, notori-
ous for his ability to
'manage' enforcement
systems, has set up a
highly profitable net-
work that loots essential
commodities meant for
the poor. The financial
supply chain of this ille-
gal trade operates as
follows:Procurement
from Cardholders: Rice is
bought from poor benefi-
ciaries at Rs.12 per kg.
Dealer’s Cut: The ration
dealer receives an addi-
tional margin of Rs.2 per
kg.Broker’s Commission:
The middleman facilitat-
ing the deal pockets
another Rs.2 per kg.The
Don’s Lion's Share: The
accumulated bulk stock
is then diverted to the
black market, fetching
massive, multi-crore
profit margins for Koti.
Having depleted resourc-
es in the Central constit-
uency, Koti’s aggressive
expansion into the West
has left local ration deal-
ers terrified. Demands
are growing louder from
both locals and honest
dealers for a high-level
independent inquiry into
this ration mafia and the
complicit vigilance offi-
cers enabling it.




