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Public trust key to India’s nuclear push
Radioactive waste, with its millennia-long hazard profile, is a persistent worry.

IN his Independence Day 
speech, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi laid stress 
on the critical role of nucle-
ar power in building a 
truly self-reliant India and 
achieving energy indepen-
dence. The importance of 

nuclear energy is also 
reflected in this year’s 
Budget, subsequent policy 
statements and efforts to 
open the sector to private 
sector participation.

An interim target of 
achieving 100 GW (giga-

watts), which includes 
both large and small reac-
tors, by 2047 has also been 
envisaged. Small Modular 
Reactors (SMRs with a 
capacity of 300 MW or 
below), are gaining special 
attention these days as 
they can play a key role in 
decarbonising hard-to-
abate industries, provid-
ing a stable power supply 
to remote areas, serving 
captive power require-
ments and producing 
hydrogen. Hard-to-abate 
industries — such as 
cement, steel, power, oil 
and natural gas, chemicals 
and fertilisers — are diffi-
cult to decarbonise due to 
high energy requirements 
and emissions from chemi-
cal processes.

Three types of SMRs — 
200 MWe (megawatt elec-
trical) Bharat Small 
Modular Reactors, 55 MWe 
SMRs and five MWth 
(megawatt thermal) High 
Temperature Gas Cooled 
Reactors — are being 
designed and developed 
indigenously. These augur 
well for realising India’s 
nuclear vision. The road 
ahead, however, is not that 
rosy. There are hurdles to 
be crossed, the main one 
being ensuring public 
acceptance by addressing 
apprehensions about 
human safety and environ-
mental impacts. Public 
unease around nuclear 
energy is deeply shaped by 
history. Memories of 
Chernobyl (1986) and 
Fukushima (2011) continue 
to loom large, fuelling per-
ceptions that a nuclear 
accident is both cata-
strophic and inevitable. 
The core fear is the uncon-
trolled release of radioac-
tive material in the event 
of severe accidents that 
could cause long-term 
environmental damage 
and health impacts. 
Radioactive waste, with its 
millennia-long hazard pro-
file, is another persistent 
worry. Questions are often 
raised about the long-term 
storage safety, risks of 

leakage and economic 
costs.

 For SMRs, these general 
fears are compounded by 
their limited operating 
experience, potential sit-
ing closer to population 
centres, fuel supply chains 
and waste management. 
As private sector participa-
tion grows, questions may 
also arise about adequate 
availability of trained 
operators. The regulatory 
framework in India is fair-
ly strong. The public con-
cern thus seems to be 
based on limited public 
exposure to factual safety 
records and modern reac-
tor safety features.

India’s nuclear fleet has 
operated for decades with 
an enviable safety record. 
As documented in reports, 
radiation exposure to plant 
workers has consistently 
been well below global reg-
ulatory limits, with public 
exposure averaging less 
than 10 per cent of the pre-
scribed thresholds. The 
country’s plants follow a 
“ d e f e n c e - i n - d e p t h ” 
approach — multiple, 
redundant safety barriers, 
robust heat removal sys-
tems, emergency core cool-
ing and airtight contain-
ment structures. After the 
Fukushima disaster, 
Indian reactors underwent 
significant safety 
upgrades: hydrogen recom-

biners to prevent explo-
sions, filtered containment 
venting systems to limit 
radiological release and 
enhanced flood protection 
measures. Every site also 
has Severe Accident 
Management Guidelines 
(SAMGs) in place, support-
ed by emergency power 
backup and mobile equip-
ment for extreme events.

India’s operating nucle-
ar power plants have dem-
onstrated a commendable 
safety record. The 
International Atomic 
Energy Agency, in its lat-
est safety review, has 
acknowledged the strong 
commitment and profes-
sionalism of India’s 
Department of Atomic 
Energy (DAE)/Atomic 
Energy Regulatory Board 
(AERB) in ensuring nucle-
ar and radiation safety in 
the country. Building on 
this foundation, emerging 
technologies like SMRs 
incorporate advanced safe-
ty features to further 
enhance reliability and 
public confidence.The 
SMR concepts incorporate 
passive safety systems that 
function without human 
intervention or external 
power, relying instead on 
natural forces such as 
gravity. This inherent 
resilience makes them par-
ticularly robust in the face 
of extreme events.

Why every third global 
rabies death is of an Indian
•	 Clash of Clans and WWE reunite for their second collaboration with six WWE Superstars rei-

magined as Clash of Clans characters, and a worldwide hunt for Cena's in-game village.
•	 Rhodes and Cena are long-time players of Clash of Clans — now Rhodes has enlisted WWE 

Superstars, including The Undertaker and IYO SKY, and the game's millions of daily players to 
join the search.

•	 Starting today, players can join the hunt to raid Cena’s village and unlock exclusive rewards.

NEW Delhi: Clash of Clans*, which 
has over two billion lifetime down-
loads, is back with WWE for a second 
collaboration; and this 
time, the rivalry is 
personal. WWE 
Superstar Cody 
Rhodes and WWE 
Legend John Cena are 
best known for what 
they do in the ring, but 
their competition 
didn't start there. Both 
are long-time players 
of Clash of Clans, and 
this shared gaming 
history has become 
locker room legend. 
Now, Rhodes, a decade-
long player, has 
recruited the Clash of 
Clans community – 
plus fellow WWE 
Superstars – to help 
him hunt down John 
Cena's base, taking a 
decade-long battle out 
of the ring and into 
their in-game villages.

Beginning today, 
September 1st, through 
September 30th, Cena’s 
loot-filled base is wait-

ing for Clash of Clans players to dis-
cover throughout the course of their 
daily raids. 

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Congress president and MP 
Manickam Tagore has con-
demned the incident in which 
tribal school and college stu-
dents were allegedly pushed 
from a government bus in 
Pudukkottai district, calling 
it an “inhuman and cruel act”.

In a statement, Tagore said 
the incident involving stu-
dents from the Narikuravar 
community in Rangamma 
Chathiram, who were alleg-
edly pushed from a govern-
ment bus and injured, had 
shocked people across the 
State. He condemned the 
alleged discrimination and 
negligence faced by the girl 
students while travelling to 
educational institutions.

Following the incident, 
Pudukkottai district Congress 
president Bennett visited the 
area on behalf of the Tamil 
Nadu Congress Committee 
and met the injured students, 
their families and local resi-
dents to assess the situation, 
he said.

Tagore alleged that margin-

alised communities, includ-
ing tribal people and 
Scheduled Castes, continue to 
face social and psychological 
discrimination, said a Daily 
Thanthi report.

He also accused the RSS ide-
ology of promoting such dis-
criminatory attitudes and 
called for efforts to counter 
caste-based prejudice and pro-
tect social justice and equali 
y. Calls for additional buses, 
dedicated transport

The students reportedly 

depend on bus services to 
travel the four to five kilome-
tres between Rangamma 
Chathiram and Pudukkottai 
for school and college. Tagore 
said there were allegations 
that government buses did 
not regularly stop at the desig-
nated bus stop.

He alleged that students 
attempting to board buses had 
been humiliated and that inci-
dents such as knocking away 
their hands from the grab rail 
and operating automatic 

doors while they were board-
ing had put them at risk.

Tagore further alleged that 
a special vehicle facility 
arranged earlier by the dis-
trict administration had been 
discontinued due to a dispute 
between the School Education 
and Revenue departments 
over which department 
should bear the expenses.

“The lack of coordination 
between government depart-
ments has contributed to the 
situation in which 10 students 
are now undergoing treat-
ment for injuries,” he said.

Demands action under SC/
ST Act

He held the district 
Collector responsible for the 
alleged administrative lapses 
and urged the authorities to 
take immediate steps to 
resolve the issue. He called 
for additional buses to be 
operated on the Rangamma 
Chathiram route during 
school and college hours or 
for the dedicated transport 
facility for students to be 
restored without delay.

Manickam Tagore condemns 'pushing' of tribal students 
from Pudukkottai bus, demands probe and compensation

CHENNAI: Tamil Nadu 
Chief Minister C Joseph 
Vijay on Thursday 
(September 3) threw down 
the gauntlet to the 
Opposition DMK in the 
Assembly, asking its mem-
bers to remain in the 
House on Monday 
(September 7) for his 
detailed reply to their alle-
gations, rather than stage 
a walkout. Intervening 
during a debate, the Chief 
Minister requested 
Speaker J C D Prabhakar 
to elicit a firm promise 
from the DMK members 
that they would remain in 
their seats throughout his 
address.

Assuring a comprehen-
sive response, Vijay said 
he would provide a clear 
and point-by-point expla-
nation to every question 
raised by the Opposition 
during the ongoing ses-
sion. The exchange came 
amid a heated debate on 
state administration's han-
dling of law and order, 
where the Leader of the 
Opposition Udhayanidhi 
Stalin sought to corner the 

ruling TVK government. 
Leading the charge, 
Udhayanidhi Stalin ques-
tioned the TVK's frequent 
critiques of the previous 
DMK administration's 
handling of drug prolifera-
tion. Pointing to current 
administrative decisions, 
the DMK leader argued 
that if the previous 
regime's drug control 
efforts had truly been inef-
fective, the present gov-
ernment would not have 
promoted two senior 
police officers who headed 
those very departments 
during the DMK’s tenure. 
He specifically named the 
two IPS officials.

He alleged that there 

was a rise in POCSO 
(Protection of Children 
from Sexual Offences) 
cases in the state, and also 
an increase in crimes, and 
highlighted that his gov-
ernment established spe-
cial committees and stan-
dard operating procedures 
(SOPs) to support victims 
and ensured swift justice.

Regarding drug 
enforcement, he ques-
tioned why certain police 
officers who served dur-
ing the previous DMK 
rule were promoted to 
high-ranking positions 
by the current TVK gov-
ernment if their previous 
efforts were allegedly 
insufficient.

Tamil Nadu CM Vijay challenges opposition DMK in House, 
don't walk out, hear my reply on September 7

COIMBATORE: A 23-year-old woman 
who had gone missing a few days ago was 
found murdered, with her body stuffed 
into a sack and dumped in a farm well in 
Salem district on Thursday (September 
3). The deceased, identified as Gokila, 
was from Konasamudram village in 
Konganapuram. She was unmarried and 
had been staying at home after complet-
ing her college education.

On August 20, Gokila complained of 
severe abdominal pain and was taken by 
her family to a nearby Primary Health 
Centre. A medical examination revealed 
that she was seven months pregnant. 
Following a complaint from her family, 
police from the All Women Police Station 
(AWPS), Sankagiri, questioned M 

Ammasi (26) from the same locality.
“During the inquiry, Ammasi agreed 

to marry Gokila after the ongoing temple 
festival. He subsequently took her to his 
residence,” police said.

However, on August 31, Ammasi 
informed Gokila’s parents that she had 
gone missing from his house. After a 
futile search, her family lodged a missing 
complaint with the Konganapuram 
police. A search was subsequently 
launched. On Thursday, a woman who 
owns a farm in Vellalapuram village 
noticed a sack floating in her well after 
detecting a foul smell emanating from it. 
She alerted the police, who rushed to the 
spot and retrieved the sack, which had 
the decomposed body of Gokila.

Body of pregnant woman recovered 
from well in Salem

TVK member seeks shutdown of
 non-existent factory

CHENNAI: The TVK 
member I Thahira 
demanded the closure 
of a non-existent JK 
Tyre factory, claiming 
that the unit operating 
in Ranipet was causing 
severe pollution in her 
constituency. Thahira 
raised the issue during 
Question Hour in the 
Assembly on Thursday, 
prompting netizens to 
point out that no such 
manufacturing unit 
exists in Ranipet and to 
suggest she might have 
been referring to tyre 
vulcanising units oper-
ating in and around 

Ranipet. Amid a rebut-
tal from former minis-
ter TRB Raajaa over the 
issue, pointing out that 
no such factory func-
tions in Ranipet, 
Industries Minister S 
Keerthana issued a 
clarification on X. 
However, the damage 
was already done.

A consultation meeting was held at the Secretariat in the presence of the Honble Minister for 
Finance, Planning and Development and the Honble Minister for Commercial Taxes and 

Registration, ahead of the 57th meeting of the Goods and Services Tax Council....


