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‘Harness rainwater on city flyovers’
CCMC urged to prioritise the installation of rainwater harvesting systems for water mgmt

A R A V I N D  R A J  @ Coimbatore

WITH monsoon around the cor-
ner, people have raised con-
cerns about inadequate rain-
water harvesting measures on 
flyovers in Coimbatore city. 
They urged the highways de-
partment and the Coimbatore 
City Municipal Corporation 
(CCMC) to take immediate ac-
tion to harness rain water 
effectively.

Currently, rainwater from 
the flyovers flows to the road 
through pipes, causing water-
logging that, in turn, inconven-
ience motorists and pedestri-
ans. Social activists and 
motorists say CCMC should 
prioritise the installation of  
rainwater harvesting systems 
as part of  their broader urban 
development plans of  develop-
ing  green spaces and gardens 
under flyovers. “We appreciate 

CCMC’s efforts to beautify the 
spaces under flyovers with gar-
dens and green zones. However, 
it is crucial to address the rain-
water management issue si-
multaneously,” said G Murug-
esh, a motorist from Sungam. 
“Installing rainwater harvest-

ing structures will not only 
mitigate flooding but also help 
in recharging groundwater in 
the surrounding areas. Also, it 
will prevent the flooding of  
roads and accidents caused by 
water logging,” he added. Sev-
eral social activists and resi-

dents have voiced their support 
for this integrated approach, 
stressing the need for a sustain-
able solution that addresses 
both environmental and infra-
structural challenges. They ar-
gue that well-designed rainwa-
ter harvesting systems between 
two pillars under the flyovers 
can collect and store rainwater 
for various uses, thus reducing 
the burden on the city’s water 
supply.

Speaking to TNIE, CCMC 
Commissioner M Sivaguru 
Prabakaran said, “Currently, 
we have only planned on creat-
ing green spaces under the flyo-
vers across the city. We shall 
conduct discussions and evalu-
ate the feasibility of  incorpo-
rating rainwater harvesting 
structures in the planned green 
spaces. We shall discuss the 
matter and take a final call 
soon.”

Basketball tourney in  
city from Wednesday
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore

THE All-India Basketball Tour-
nament for men and women 
will be held in Coimbatore from 
June 5 to June 9. The Coimbat-
ore District Basketball Associa-
tion (CDBS) has been con-
ducting the tournament 
for men for the past 56 
years and for women 
for the past 20 years. 
Eight leading teams of  
the country selected for 
the Men’s tournament 
are: Chennai-Income Tax, 
Chennai-Indian Bank, Banga-
lore-Bank of  Baroda, Lucknow- 
UP Police, New Delhi- Central 
Secretariat, Chennai- Loyola 
Team, Trivandrum-Kerala 
State Electricity Board (KSEB) 
and Coimbatore-Coimbatore 

District Basketball Association 
(CDBA).  The eight teams se-
lected for the Women’s tourna-
ment are: Trivandrum-Kerala 
State Electricity Board (KSEB), 
Mumbai-Central Railways, 
Mumbai-Western Railways, 
Chennai-Southern Railways, 

Chennai-Rising Star, Kolk-
ata-Eastern Railway, Se-
cunderabad- South 
Central Railway and 
Coimbatore- Coimbat-
ore District Basketball 

Association (CDBA). 
The winning team in the 

men’s category will get `1 lakh 
and a trophy. The women’s win-
ner takes home `50,000 and a 
trophy.

A new international stand-
ard semi-indoor sports stadium 
will be inaugurated during the 
event.

Goondas Act 
against woman 
history-sheeter
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Coimbatore 

THE Coimbatore city police 
have slapped the Goondas Act 
against a 44-year-old woman 
history-sheeter, M Viswad-
harshini, in a cheating case.

Viswadharshini, who is a res-
ident of  RS Puram, is currently 
lodged at the special prison for 
women on the premises of   the 
Coimbatore central prison.  

The police department 
slapped the Goondas Act 
against her as she had been 
routinely posting derogatory 
comments against the people 
and the police as well as cheat-
ing people of  money, states a 
press note issued by the Coim-
batore city police on Sunday.

Viswadharshini, who runs 
an NGO named Tiger Way,  al-
legedly cheated `50,000 from a 
woman Selina saying that if  
they invest money in her trust, 
she would give double the 
amount of  investment. When 
Selina asked to repay the 
amount, Viswadharshini post-
ed derogatory remarks against 
her on a social media platform 
and threatened to kill her. 
Based on the complaint, she 
was arrested on May 8 and 
lodged at Coimbatore Central 
Prison, the apress release fur-
ther said.

She was already booked by 
the Thudiyalur police for ob-
structing the police from carry-
ing out their duties at the sta-
tion and using of fensive 
language. A case against her at 
Vadavalli police station for 
threatening a journalist is also 
pending. She was also accused 
in a Pocso Act case in Chennai 
2018 and acquitted in 2020. 

TWAD STEPS IN

Siruvani level 
at 9 ft, Pillur  
to rescue city
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Coimbatore

THE water level in the Siruva-
ni Dam has once again dropped 
to single digit on Sunday. The 
Siruvani Dam located in the 
Palakkad district of  Kerala is 
one of  the major water sources 
for people in Coimbatore. Al-
though the reservoir has stor-
age capacity of  50 feet, the Ker-
ala Irrigation Department 
which is maintaining the dam 
doesn’t allow the water level to 
exceed 45 ft.

In this situation, the water 
level in the dam has dropped 
below the 10 ft mark now. As of  
Sunday, the level stood at 9.05 ft. 
Currently, 35.95 MLD of  water 
from the dam is supplied to 
Coimbatore city. 

Sources in the Tamilnadu 
Water Supply and Drainage 
(TWAD) Board said the water 
level in the dam, which is con-
structed across the Siruvani 
River, will improve further in 
the upcoming days as the India 
Meteorological Department 
has predicted rainfall in the 
next few days. 

As the water level in the Pil-
lur Dam has crossed the 90 ft 
mark and is currently nearing 
its full capacity of  100 ft, the 
TWAD board is planning to 
manage the water shortage in 
the areas fed by  water from the 
Siruvani dam by supplying wa-
ter from the former dam.

Fortunately, Pillur Dam has 
been receiving a good amount 
of  water inflow due to heavy 
rains in the Upper Bhavani in 
the Nilgiris in the recent 
weeks.  

Landslip spots on Valparai road to be fixed after survey 
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@Coimbatore

THE highways department is 
planning to take necessary 
measures to prevent landslides 
on the Aliyar-Valparai hill 
route, near Pollachi, in Coim-
batore district.

The route which is prone to 
frequent landslides, especially 
during the rains, is a major 
pathway for the local people.

The Highways Department 
and the Geological Research 
Department are conducting a 
survey to prevent landslides in 
the Attakatti area on the Ali-
yar-Valparai route.

From Aliyar, near Pollachi, 
the route to Valparai runs 
through the mountain pass. 

The Attakatti mountain pass, 
in particular, is steep with 40 
hairpin bends. A speed limit 
has also been imposed for the 

movement of  light and heavy 
vehicles here. However, traffic 
is affected due to frequent land-
slides during the rainy season.

Due to heavy rains in the 
past, landslides occurred at 
various places and traffic move-
ment on the route was com-
pletely suspended. The villag-
ers of  Valparai and its 
surrounding areas face diffi-
culties due to the unavailability 
of  essential commodities when 
the route is closed. As there is 
only one route from Valparai to 
Pollachi, people have been de-
manding a lasting solution to 
the problem. Local people in 
the area said the existing route 
should be upgraded as there is 
no other route to Valparai. The 
authorities  must either devel-
op the existing route or conduct 
a study to construct an alterna-
tive route.

In view of  this, the Highways 

Department and the Geological 
Research Department have 
joined hands and are conduct-
ing a survey in places where 
landslides have been occurring 
on the Attakati mountain pass 
during rains. They are also 
planning to take necessary 
measures to prevent landslides 
in the future.

Highways department sourc-
es said landslides occur only on 
the Attakati mountain pass and 
similar landslides occur when 
heavy rains loosen soil and tree 
roots. “Soil nailing and other 
methods to prevent landslides 
are being studied. The officials 
will convene a meeting and a 
final call will be made regard-
ing the landslide issue,” the 
sources added.

Rainwater leak from the Tiruchy road flyover in Coimbatore posing trouble to 
motorists and pedestrians alike |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

SHORTCUT TO DANGER
A few youngsters jump over the divider on the Pankaja Mills road in Coimbatore city on Sunday |  S SENBAGAPANDIYAN

Traffic is affected on the ghat road during the rainy season |  FILE PICTURE

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Employee arrested for 
cheating firm of `24.8L
Coimbatore: A 32-year-old 
woman was arrested by the police 
on Saturday for cheating her 
private company of `24.80 lakh.  
The arrested person M Kamali had 
been working as a sales in-charge 
of an electronics company in 
Coimbatore city for the last three 
years. Her fraud came to light 
during auditing on May 16. 
Auditors initially found a shortage 
of `11.11 lakh in the accounts. 
Kamali owned up to taking the 
money but assured the head of 
the organisation that she would 
repay the amount. She paid `2.95 
lakh to the firm on May 21. During 
another round of audit it was 
found that Kamali kept invoices 
that were not recorded in the 
accounting software in laptop 
cartons. As per the invoices she 
had totally diverted `24.81 lakh. 
Based on the complaint by the 
company authorities, RS Puram 
police registered a case against 
Kamali under IPC Section 420 and 
she was arrested, said police.
Kamali is from Pannimadai on the 
outskirts of Coimbatore city.


