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When every min counts, OceanNet 
brings shore closer to fishermen 
OceanNet lets use of smartphones in sea through shore-based Wi-Fi connectivity

T I N I S H A  R A C H E L  S A M U E L  @Kollam 

FOR fishermen battling rough 
seas, the difference between 
making it home and never re-
turning can sometimes come 
down to a few minutes. It is to 
bridge that crucial gap that 
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham 
has developed OceanNet, a 
technology that keeps fishing 
boats connected to the shore 
while providing real-time 
weather, navigation and dis-
tress alerts. 

Unlike conventional commu-
nication systems that require 
specialised handsets, OceanNet 
allows fishermen to use their 
regular smartphones. 

Radio waves from shore-
based base stations provide Wi-
Fi connectivity to special re-
ceiver units installed on boats, 
enabling access to services 
such as WhatsApp, email and 
Skype even while at sea. 

Developed jointly by the Min-
istry of  Electronics and Infor-
mation Technology (MeitY) un-
der its ITRA initiative and 
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, 
the system is designed as a 
comprehensive safety network 
for fishermen. 

Through dedicated mobile 
applications, fishermen can re-

ceive real-time warnings on 
changing weather conditions, 
distress situations and mari-
time boundary crossings. Infor-
mation on wind speed, wave 
height and weather forecasts 
can also be accessed directly 
from the boat.  Satellite data 
identifying potential fishing 
zones can be transmitted to 
fishermen, helping them plan 
their movements at sea. 

The technology also aims to 
shorten the response time dur-
ing emergencies.

 Location-tagged distress 
alerts can be sent to coastal po-
lice and rescue centres, allow-

ing authorities to identify the 
boat and initiate assistance. 

Adding an artificial intelli-
gence layer to the system, 
OceanNet can warn fishermen 
if  their boat is heading towards 
a storm-affected area. It can 
also detect engine failures, 
drifting or deviation from the 
intended route and alert the 
coast guard. 

With communication, weath-
er monitoring, navigation and 
emergency response brought 
together on one platform, 
OceanNet aims to turn the sea 
from a communication dead 
zone into a connected safety 

zone for fishermen.  “We began 
working on it in 2010-11 when a 
few boats capsized in Kollam, 
and seven died. With funding 
from the University and the 
Ministry of  Electronics and IT, 
we developed a pilot project 
and worked for a year. This was 
developed to help the fisher-
men with crucial information 
and to inform the family in case 
of  distress. 

And many unknowingly 
cross the border; ship collisions 
also happen, so it is important 
for such information to reach 
the fishermen,” said Dr Mani-
sha Vinodini Ramesh, pro-vice-
chancellor of  Amrita Viswa 
Vidyapeetham.

The antennas developed and deployed  by Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham on the 
fishing boat and at the shore (R) where their  base station is kept
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KSRTC to operate more  
services for Onam
T’Puram: In view of the possible rush during Onam, the 
KSRTC will operate additional inter-state and tourist 
services. Taking into consideration possible increase in 
passengers from August 21 to 25 and August 29 to 
September 3, more services will be conducted. Inter-
state services will be operated to Bengaluru and 
Chennai and back. In addition, additional services will 
be conducted to tourist destinations within the state, 
through the budget tourism cell based on passenger 
demand. Maximum services will be operated during 
holidays, except on Thiruvonam day. 

Kerala Cricket League 3rd season to begin today
T’Puram: Bringing on the cricket frenzy to the state during the Onam season, 
the third season of Kerala Cricket League (KCL) will begin on Thursday. The 
17-day-long tournament, fully hosted at the Greenfield International Stadium at 
Kariavattom here, will have its finals on September 5. 

Thorough probe on into Hanur shootout: K’taka CM
Bengaluru: Chief Minister D K Shivakumar on Wednesday said that a 
thorough investigation into the Hanur shootout case in Chamarajanagar 
district is under way and that he would comment once it is completed. 
“The Forest Minister is closely monitoring the investigation,” he said.

A life scripted in golden 
era of Malayalam cinema
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kochi 

VETERAN Malayalam film 
producer and distributor N G 
John, 90, popularly known as 
Geo Kuttappan, passed away in 
Kochi on Wednesday. He suf-
fered a heart attack while his 
family was preparing to cele-
brate his 90th birthday. 

John was among the promi-
nent figures associated with 
the formative years and golden 
period of  Malayalam cinema. 
The son of  N X George, one of  
the early distributors in the in-
dustry, he entered the film busi-
ness when Malayalam cinema 
was still largely centred in 
Madras. 

He witnessed and 
contributed to the in-
dustry’s transition 
from its early years to 
the establishment of  
a more organised pro-
duction and distribu-
t i o n  s y s t e m  i n 
Kerala. 

He produced sever-
al films under the 
banner of  Geo Movie 
Productions, with a significant 
part of  his filmography com-
prising collaborations with di-
rector I V Sasi and screenwrit-
er T Damodaran. 

His productions with the duo 
included ‘Iniyum Puzhayozhu-
kum,’ ‘Ezhamkadalinakkare,’ 
‘Meen,’ ‘Innalenkil Nale,’ ‘Ee 
Nadu,’ ‘Iniyenkilum’ and 
‘Ithrayum Kaalam.’ 

Among his other notable pro-
ductions were J Sasikumar’s 
‘Mini Mol,’ M Krishnan Nair’s 
‘Rajaneegandhi,’ Bhadran’s 
‘Aattuvanchi Ulanjappol’ and 
Mani Ratnam’s only Malay-

alam film ‘Unaroo,’ headlined 
by Mohanlal and Sukumaran. 

John was also an important 
figure in the film trade and in-
dustry bodies during the peri-
od. He was associated with the 
South Indian Film Chamber of  
Commerce from its early years 
and served as president of  the 
Kerala Film Chamber for six 
years. 

His production ‘Ee Nadu,’ 
starring Mammootty and Rath-
eesh, was among the signifi-
cant political films of  the 
period. 

The film ran for 125 days and 
won the Kerala State Award for 
Best Popular Film. Its impact 
extended beyond Malayalam 

cinema, with re-
m a ke s  m a d e  i n 
Tamil, Telugu and 
Hindi. When actor 
Kamal Haasan listed 
the 60 films that had 
influenced his career 
on turning 60, ‘Ee 
N a d u ’  f e a t u r e d 
among them. 

John documented 
his long association 

with Malayalam cinema in his 
2012 book Cinemayum Njanum 
- 70 Varshangal, published by 
DC Books. 

The memoir traces his seven 
decades in film production and 
distribution, covering the tran-
sition from silent cinema to 
talkies and the eventual shift of  
Malayalam cinema’s centre 
from Madras to Kerala. 

The funeral will be held at 
Mary Queen’s Church Ceme-
tery, Edappally, on Thursday. 
The FEFKA Directors’ Union 
expressed condolences on his 
death.

Man pushes 
mother before 
moving train at 
Manavur, held
R A J A L A K S H M I  S A M P A T H  @ Chennai

FRUSTRATED by his inability 
to care for his 71-year-old, 
wheelchair-bound disabled 
mother, a 44-year-old man 
pushed her onto the railway 
tracks in front of  an approach-
ing express train at Manavur 
railway station in Tiruvallur 
district on Tuesday night, kill-
ing her on the spot.  

The victim, S Padmavathi, 
was run over by the Yelagiri 
Express, which doesn’t have a 
stoppage at the station, and her 
dismembered body and the 
wheelchair were later spotted 
on the tracks by passengers, 
sources said.  The accused, S 
Parthasarathy, was arrested for 
murder by the Arakkonam 
Government Railway Police on 
Wednesday and remanded in 
judicial custody. 

Padmavathi had been suffer-
ing from neurofibromatosis, a 
condition that causes lumps to 
develop in the body. Her hus-
band, a former central govern-
ment employee, died in 2007, 
after which she received a 
monthly family pension of  
around `15,000.

Parthasarathy, the youngest 
of  her three sons, was taking 
care of  her and his unmarried, 
disabled elder brother at their 
house near Selva Vinayagam 
Street in Manavur. Police said 
Parthasarathy, who worked as 
a contract employee at the 
Heavy Vehicles Factory in Ava-
di and earned around `12,000 a 
month, was also facing finan-
cial difficulties. 

    N G John

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER,  
PWD CIRCLE BALOTRA

No. 1065 Date :- 12.08.2026
NOTICE INVITING BID No.03/2026/27 

NIB-PWD2627A2300
Bid for Civil Works (Road and Building) are invited  from interested  
bidders upto Date 07.09.2026, 06.00 PM other particulars of the bid may 
be visited on the procurement portal (http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in  
and http://www.sppp.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state, The approximate 
value procurement is Rs. 3242.38 Lac. (16 Works)

UBN No. 
1. PWD2627WSOB10208 2. PWD2627WSOB10210
3. PWD2627WSOB10213 4. PWD2627WSOB10216
5. PWD2627WSOB10217 6. PWD2627WSOB10218
7. PWD2627WSOB10219 8. PWD2627WSOB10221
9. PWD2627WSOB10226 10. PWD2627WSOB10238
11. PWD2627WSOB10239 12. PWD2627WSOB10241
13. PWD2627WSOB10243 14. PWD2627WSOB10244
15. PWD2627WSOB10245 16. PWD2627WSOB10246

 Sd/- (Mahendra Pal Singh Chalia) 
DIPR/C/15127/2026 Superintending Engineer, Pwd Circle Balotra

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER, 
WATER RESOURCES CIRCLE SRIGANGANAGAR
No. 545 Date :- 14.08.2026NOTICE INVITING BID 

NIB code-WRN2627A0048)
On behalf of Governor of Rajasthan, this office invites bid of 1 work of 

estimated cost 564.97 lakh from Registered, Experienced Qualified and Eligible 
Contractors, Nature of work “Relining of Heernowali minor from RD 0.000 to 30.114 
of Gang Canal System” bids are invited from prospective bidders up to 07.09.2026 
in this office. Other particulars of the bids may be visited on the procurement  portal  
(http://sppp.rajasthan.gov.in and http://eproc.rajasthan.gov.in) of the state.

UBN No. WRN2627WLOB00116
DIPR/C/15115/2026  Sd/- Superintending Engineer, Water Resources Circle Sriganganagar

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDING ENGINEER  
WATER RESOURCES CIRCLE NOHAR, HANUMANGARH

NOTICE INVITING BID
(NIB Code- WRN2627A0047)

Bids for 01 Nos of Work estimated cost from Rs. 899.86 Lakh involving 
Rehabilitation of Badbirana Minor of Raslana Distributary of Sidhmukh 
Nohar Irrigation Project District - Hanumangarh are invited from prospective 
bidders up to 02.09.2026 at 6.00 PM. Other particulars of the bids may be 
visited on the procurement portal http://www.eproc.rajasthan.gov.in, 
http://sppp.rajasthangov.in, of the state and www.water.rajasthan.gov.
in departmental website.
UBN No.- WRN2627WLOB00115                                    Sd/-
                                                                         (Niranjan Lal Meena)
                                                                    Superintending Engineer
 Water Resources Circle, NoharDIPR/C/15161/2026


