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Spanish prosecutors accuse Rubiales of sexual assault 
BARCELONA: Spanish state prosecutors have filed a lawsuit against Luis Rubiales for sexual assault and coercion for kissing a player on the lips without her 
consent after the Women�s World Cup final, the country�s prosecutors� office said Friday. Rubiales, the now-suspended president of the Spanish soccer 
federation, kissed Jenni Hermoso on the lips during the awards ceremony after Spain beat England to win the title on Aug. 20 in Sydney, 
Australia.Prosecutors presented the suit to Spain�s National Court in Madrid two days after Hermoso formally accused Rubiales of sexual assault.

PYEONGCHANG  
(SOUTH KOREA) 

 
India’s Manush Shah and 
Manav Thakkar lost in the 
men’s doubles quarterfinals 
as China dominated the 
2023 Asian Table Tennis 
Championships on Friday. 
In the women’s doubles 
quarterfinals, 
the Indian 
pair of Ayhika 
Mukherjee 
and Sutirtha 
Mukherjee of 
India lost to 
Chinese play-
ers, Wang 
Manyu and 
Chen Meng 
with set 
scores of 11-5, 
13-11, 12-10. 

The young 
Indian pair of 
Manav and 
Manush went 
down to Fan 
Zhendong and 
Lin Gaoyuan 
of China in 
their quarter-
final match, 
going down 3-0 in straight 
games. The Indian pair, 
who had reached the last-
eight stage by beating the 
Uzbek combine of 
Abdulaziz Anorbov and 
Kutbidillo Teshaboev, went 
down 5-11, 3-11, 5-11 in the 
quarterfinal clash in 

Pyeongchang Dome.  
In the other men’s doubles 

quarterfinal, the duo of Ma 
Long and Wang Chuqin 
overcame Wong Chun Ting 
and Ho Kwan Kit of Hong 
Kong, China with set scores 
of 8-11, 11-8, 11-3, 11-3. Satur-
day’s semifinals will 
feature two Chinese pairs 

against two teams from the 
host nation. Ma and Wang 
will compete against Jang 
Woo-jin and Lim Jong-
hoon, while Fan and Lin 
will face off against An Jae-
hyun and Park Gang-hyeon. 

In other women’s doubles 
quarterfinal, Sun Yingsha 

and Wang Yidi triumphed 
over Miu Hirano and Miwa 
Harimoto of Japan, scoring 
11-5, 12-10, 11-5. China domi-
nated the women’s singles 
section with Sun Yingsha, 
Chen Xingtong, Wang Yidi, 
and Wang Manyu all ad-
vancing to the semifinals, 
reports Xinhua. 

Wang Manyu narrowly 
defeated her teammate 
Chen Meng with scores of 9-
11, 11-6, 14-12, 9-11, 11-9. The 
other three Chinese com-
petitors also bested their 
opponents, setting the stage 
for all-Chinese semifinal 
matches on Saturday. 

CHINA SECURES WOMEN�S SINGLES TITLE

Manush Shah/Manav 
Thakkar lose in quarters

US OPEN 2023

Gauff holds off Muchova; 
Sabalenka outlasts Keys 

to reach final
NEW YORK 

 
For the second time in her ca-
reer, American teen sensation 
Coco Gauff will play in a Grand 
Slam final after a straight-sets 
win against Karolina Muchova 
at the US Open. 

The sixth-seeded Gauff has 
won 11 straight matches, the 
best streak of her career, and 17 
of 18, a stretch that includes ti-
tles in Washington D.C. and 
Cincinnati.Gauff is the youngest 
of the four semifinalists here — 
by nearly six years. The 19-year-
old, is also the youngest Ameri-
can women’s player to appear in 
the final of the US Open since 
Serena Williams in 1999.She’s 
looking to become the fourth 
American woman to win the 
Open this century after Serena, 
her sister Venus and Sloane 

Stephens. 
Moreover, Gauff is the 

youngest woman to appear in 
multiple Grand Slam finals (in-
cluding 2020 Roland Garros) 
since Maria Sharapova (2004 
Wimbledon and 2006 US Open) 
and the youngest American 
woman to do it since Monica Se-
les, from1990-93.In the Satur-
day’s final, Gauff will meet No.2 
Aryna Sabalenka, who narrowly 
escaped No.17 Madison Keys in a 
third-set tiebreak in the second 

match of the night. 
Sabalenka, the WTA No. 1 in-

waiting, emerged 0-6, 7-6(1), 7-
6(5) from a back-and-forth semi-
final against Keys to advance to 
her first US Open final.The 25-
year-old Belarusian hadn’t 
dropped a set en route to the 
semifinals, and had only lost 21 
games in 10 sets played, but was 
put on the back foot early by a 
dazzling performance from Keys 
in the opening set. 

Officially rising to the top of 
the rankings after the US Open, 

Sabalenka continues a break-
through season at the majors 
with her second Slam final this 
year. She is also the first player 
to reach the semifinals of all 
four Grand Slam events in a sin-
gle year since Serena did so in 
2016.The post-midnight victory 
marks Sabalenka’s 50th match-
win of the year. It is the first 
time in her career that Sabalen-
ka has hit that total number of 
tour-level wins in a single sea-
son.

�Serena is the GOAT, can�t 
compare myself to her� 

 

American tennis sensation Coco Gauff holds back on 
comparison with the American legend of the game 
and says �Serena is Serena�, She�s the GOAT. 

Talking to ESPN Gauff stated, that Serena is the greatest of 
all time and, the only regret she�ll have in her life, is not 
playing against Serena Williams�I don�t think I�m carrying 
American tennis. I don�t think I will. We have so many 
compatriots who are doing well. Serena is Serena. She�s 
the GOAT. I�d hope to do half of what she did. But I�m not 
gonna compare myself to her. She�s someone I look up 
to.�Being in the same stat line as her means a lot to me. 
She�s my idol. The only regret I�ll have for the rest of my 
life is not being able to play her.. there were so many 
tournaments where if we won an extra round & didn�t 
lose, I would�ve played her. I�m still happy to just be a 
product of her

Nagal shocks top 
seed Ramos-Vinolas 
to enter semifinals 

TULLN (AUSTRIA)  
 

India’s Sumit Nagal pulled off 
a stunning straight set win 
over top seed Spaniard Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas to enter the 
men’s singles semifinals at 

Austrian Challenger event 
here on Friday. 

Playing for the third time in 
their career, Nagal registered 
a 7-6, 6-3 win over world num-
ber 88 Ramos-Vinolas on cen-
tre court.The 26-year-old from 
Jhajjar will face the winner of 
the match between German H 
Squire and fourth seed Italian 
F Cobolli.The duo came into 
the tournament with a 1-1 
head-to-head count with Nagal 
losing to Ramos-Vinolas in the 
quarterfinals in Buenos Aires 
back in 2021. 

Bopanna-Ebden lose in final 
NEW YORK : Rohan Bopanna, Matthew Ebden crashed to a 
defeat in the US Open 2023 men’s doubles final aganst Rajeev 
Ram and Joe Salisbury, at the Flushing Meadows in New 
York. The Indian-Aussie pair won the first set 6-2 after some 
brilliant tennis. But Ram-Salisbury staged a comeback and 
won the second set 6-3. Then in the decider, which was nervy 
towards the end, Ram and Salisbury ended sealing a 2-6 6-3 6-
4 victory to clinch the Grand Slam title.

NATIONAL POOL CHAMPIONSHIP 2023  

MP�s Anurag defeats Anmol in quarters 
Kamal, Malkit, Shivam also enter last eight 

INDORE: In the National Pool Championship, being 
played here at Daly College under the aegis of Billiard 
and Snooker Federation of India (BSFI) and Madhya 

Pradesh Billiards 
and Snooker 
Association 
(MPSBA), MP�s 
Anurag Giri 
entered quarter-
finals by 
defeating star 
player of pool 
format  Anmol 
Deep Singh of 
Punjab. Along 
with this, 
international 
players Kamal 
Chawla of 
Railways, Malkit 
Singh, Shivam 
Arora of 
Maharashtra, 
Sandeep Gulati 
of Delhi, Lalrina 
M of Mizoram, 

Shabaz Khan of Bengal and Kushal C of Karnataka also 
ensured their place in the last eight. 
An interesting match was witnessed in the top 16 of 
men�s senior 9 ball format when Anurag Giri of MP 
defeated Anmol Deep of Punjab by 8 to 7 frames in the 
15-frame format. Both the players kept making the 
match interesting by winning one frame each but in the 
last frame, Anurag used all his experience and won 
against Anmol to secure place in the quarter-finals. 
In other matches, Kamal Chawla (RSPB) defeated Ayush 
Kumar (Punjab) 8-5, Malkit Singh (RSPB) defeated Namit 
Sharma (Delhi) 8-5, Shivam Arora (Maharashtra) 
defeated Vinay Swaminathan (Maharashtra) 8-5, 
Sandeep Gulati (Delhi) defeated Shoaib Khan (Railways) 
8-3, Lalrina M (Mizoram) beat Panduranga (Railways) 8-
6, Shabaz Khan (West Bengal) defeated Sumit Talwar 
(Chandigarh) 8-4, Kushal C (Karnataka) defeated 
Ranveer Duggal (Chandigarh) 8-5 to enter the quarter-
finals. 
VIDYA, ISHIKA, INDRA AND CHITRA IN WOMEN�S 
SEMI-FINALS: In the Women�s Championship being 
played in 9 ball format, experienced player Vidya Pillai 
of Karnataka defeated Neena Parveen of Tamil Nadu by 
5-1 frame and made it to the semi-finals. MP�s Ishika 
Shah continued her strong game and entered the semi-
finals defeating Dhvani Jain of Haryana by 5-0. Whereas 
Indra Gowda of Karnataka beat West  Bengal�s Suniti 
Dammani by 5-2 frames and Karnataka�s Chitra M 
defeated  MP�s Renu Bharkatiya 5-0 to secure a place in 
the semi-finals. 

ITF ASIA TENNIS TOURNAMENT 

Mahajan is non-playing  
captain of Indian team 
INDORE: IK Mahajan has been appointed as non-
playing captain of the Indian team for ITF Asia Under-12 
Team Championship.  

The tournament will be played in Kazakhstan from 
September 11. Rajasthan�s Vivan Mirda, Maharashtra�s 
Sachin Smith and Hrishikesh Mane have also been 
included in the team. Even before this, Mahajan has 
been made the non-playing captain of the Indian team 
in international tournaments. Apart from India, teams 
from Iran, Syria, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan, Bangladesh, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Myanmar, Hong Kong, Chinese 
Taipei and Macau will compete in the competition. 
Indian Tennis Association general secretary Anil Dhupar, 
MP Tennis Association president Anil Mahajan and 
Emerald Heights director Muktesh Singh congratulated 
Mahajan for his achievements.  

MP team leaves for Jr National  
Badminton Championship 
INDORE: Boys and girls teams of Madhya 
Pradesh left from Indore for the 46th Junior 
National Badminton Championship being held in 
Bangalore. The MP Badminton Association 
secretary Anil Chaugule announced the teams of 
Madhya Pradesh on the basis of their 
performance in the previous state tournaments.  
Boys Junior Team: Adityam Joshi, Praneet 
Somani, Mantra Soneja, Anuj Kale, Angad 
Baweja and Mridul Bhiryani. 
Girls Junior Team: Shivani ChoUdhary, Keya 
Chandani, Juhi Cho Udhary, Prenika Holkar and 
Gauri Chitte. 
Former national player Ambrish Nadkar and 
coach Vinay Mukati of Sai Center Dhar have been 

appointed as the manager and coach of the 
team. President of Madhya Pradesh   Badminton  
Association  Girish Kemkar, Secretary Anil 
Choughule and coach Amit Kulkarni wished the 
players for their  better performance. 

The Omni School, Emerald 
Heights, Prerna Bal Niketan, 
Alpine Academy are winners 
INDORE : A Netball competition, organized here at The 
Omni School, concluded recently. The hosts,  The Omni 
school, was  the winner in U-14 years girls and runner 
up was Emerald Heights International School. In U-17 
years girls, Alpine Academy was the winners while 

Prerna Bal Niketan was the runners up. In U-19 girls, 
Emerald Heights International was the winner and 
Prerna Bal Niketan was runners up. In U-14 boys , 
Prerna Bal Niketan was the winners and Alpine Academy 
was the runners up. In U-17 boys, Alpine Academy was 
the winners and Prerna Bal Niketan was the runners up. 
In the U19boys, Alpine Academy was the winner and 
Prerna Bal Niketan was the runners up. The chief guests 
of award distribution ceremony were Sumit Suri, Joint-
chairman of The Omni Group and Hemant Suri.  On this 
occasion, Joint Secretary of Indian Netball Association 
Laxman Dateer  and Principal of The Omni School Satish 
Niranjani were present. A vote of thanks was proposed 
by Sapna Khichi. 

MP in strong position against Delhi  
INDORE: Madhya Pradesh in a strong position against  
Delhi in the first innings on the first day  of 4 day final 
of Buchi Babu Invitation All India  cricket tournament , 
on  Friday. 
For MP, Sumit Kushwah scored an unbeaten century 
(100). Other batsmen, who contributed were Arham 
Aqueel  65, Shubham  Sharma 30  and Aniket Verma 
68.  At the draw of stumps, Sumit 100 not out and 
Adheer Pratap Singh  2 were  at the crease. For Delhi, 
Himanshu Chouhan , Hrithik  Shokeen and Shivank 
Vashisht  bagged 1 wicket each.  
Brief Scores: MP 1st Innings : 271/3 in 89 overs. 
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Achinta Sheuli finishes 8th in men�s 73kg Group D 
RIYADH: Commonwealth Games gold medallist weightlifter Achinta 
Sheuli was far from his best as he finished a disappointing eighth 
in Group D of the men�s 73kg event at the World Championships 
here on Friday. Sheuli had three failed attempts - two in snatch 
section and one in clean and jerk as he managed a total effort of 
285kg (130kg+155kg).The 21-year-old junior World Championships 
silver medallist has a personal best of 313kg in total, 143kg in 
snatch and 173kg in clean and jerk.The other Indian lifter in the 
fray in the men�s 73kg event, Narayana Ajith will be in action on 
Saturday as he has been assigned Group C.


