
Only 3%
of Gaza cropland accessible 
and undamaged, says UN
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UK prime minister rejects Russian 
threat, vows 100% support for Ukraine
LONDON

PRIME Minister Andy Burnham on 
Tuesday hit back with a defiant com-
mitment to continue supporting 
Ukraine after Russia threatened “con-
sequences” over the use of  British 
drones by Kyiv for strikes on 
Moscow.

The Russian Embassy in London 
said in a statement posted on its social 
media channels on Monday that the 
UK was acting as an “accomplice and 
co-perpetrator” in a conflict it has 
classified as “terrorist attacks” by 
Ukraine.

Burnham reiterated the UK’s “100 
per cent” support for Ukraine to be 
able to defend itself  in the face of  
Russian President Vladimir Putin’s 
aggression. 

“This is the UK doing what it has 
long said it would do, which is to sup-
port Ukraine 100 per cent against 

this illegal war led by Vladimir Pu-
tin,” said Burnham, when asked to 
respond to the Russian Embassy 
statement.

“We are providing support so that 
Ukraine can defend itself, and that’s 
been the British position all the way 
through this conflict by previous 
prime ministers. It remains the case 

with me. We are not fair-weather 
friends. We will be there in Ukraine’s 
hour of  need, and that won’t change,” 
he said.

The Sunday Timesreported over 
the weekend that drones made by 
two UK companies have been sup-
plied to Ukraine, where forces de-
ployed them as part of  a so-called 
“deep-strike campaign”.

Ukraine fires 800 drones
Ukrainian forces launched one of  
their biggest drone attacks on Russia 
since Moscow’s invasion over four 
years ago, firing almost 800 drones 
only two days after a similar salvo, 
officials said Tuesday.

Meanwhile, a Russian missile 
strike on a village in northeastern 
Ukraine’s Kharkiv region killed at 
least 10 people and wounded 17 oth-
ers as the barrage demolished 
homes, officials said. PTI/AP

Fire on the site of a Russian air  attack in 
Pechenihy, Kharkiv region, Ukraine |  AP

E X P R E S S  R E A D

Grenade explosion near 
education centre in Kabul 
injures 42 children
KABUL: A blast at an education centre 
in Kabul has injured at least 42
children, the UN mission in Afghanistan 
said on Tuesday, without elaborating 
on the cause of the explosion. Richard 
Bennett, the UN special rapporteur on 
human rights in Afghanistan, earlier 
condemned a “heinous attack” near a 
school in Kabul’s western Dasht-e-
Barchi area, which is home to the 
historically persecuted Shiite Hazara 
community. The victims of Monday’s 
blast are aged nine to 14, according 
to the UN mission, UNAMA. 
“UNAMA have not yet confirmed the 
circumstances of the explosion,” a 
spokesman told AFP,  AP

US and Canada make last-ditch 
bid to avert Trump’s 50% tariffs
WASHINGTON

THE United States and Canada have 
wrangled for decades over trade, 
poking each other interminably 
over sore spots like Canadian 
softwood lumber imports 
and US access to Canada’s 
protected dairy market.

Somehow the two neigh-
bours still managed to remain 
friends, allies — and trading 
partners. Canadian soldiers fought 
alongside Americans in Afghanistan 
after 9/11. The 5,525-mile US-Canada 
border is undefended, and nearly 
330,000 people and USD 2 billion dol-

lars’ worth of  goods cross it every day; 
800,000 Canadians live in the United 
States. Trump has hit Canadian 
goods with tariffs — in a push to 

bring manufacturing back to the 
United States — and has re-

peatedly made inflammatory 
comments about turning 
Canada into America’s 51st 
state.

Canadian public is fed up. A 
petition to expel the US ambas-

sador, a Trump ally, has collected 
nearly 218,000 signatures since July 
21. It accuses Ambassador Pete Hoek-
stra of  having “normalised” Trump’s 
talk of  annexing Canada. AP
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WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump on 
Tuesday posted a map on his Truth 
Social platform showing the Strait 
of  Hormuz as “New US Territory,” 
pressing his threat to claim sover-
eignty over the vital waterway.

Trump said Tuesday that no talks 
with Tehran are under way or 
planned and insisted the blockade of  
Iran’s ports remains in force. “There 
are no talks or conversations going 
on, or scheduled, with the Islamic 
Republic of  Iran. The Naval Block-
ade remains in full force and effect,” 
Trump wrote on his Truth Social 
network.

“The Hormuz Strait is open and 
operating. All water mines have 
been removed or detonated.” Iran 
has effectively shut down the choke-
point, through which a fifth of  the 
world’s oil transits, in retaliation for 

the war Trump 
started along 
with Israel in 
late February. 
T r u m p  f i r s t 
raised the idea 
of  a US takeover 

on Friday, saying in a jovial-sound-
ing tone he would soon declare it to 
be US territory — prompting Iran to 
retort that the strait “will remain 
Iranian.”

Trump revisited the idea again on 
Monday in comments to reporters in 
the Oval Office, suggesting it would 
be a good idea. 

Trump has previously threatened 
to annex Canada, seize Greenland 
and take control of  Gaza. Before the 
February 28 war, Hormuz was an 
open international waterway.

Iran holds firm
Iran’s top negotiator Mohammad 
Bagher Ghalibaf  said on Tuesday 
that the Strait of  Hormuz will not be 
opened until the United States meets 
Tehran’s demands, including lifting 
the naval blockade.

“I want to state clearly that the 

Strait of  Hormuz will not be opened 
until the American commitments 
stipulated in the memorandum of  
understanding... are implemented,” 
Ghalibaf  said in a speech broadcast 
on state television.

He listed the removal of  the block-
ade, lifting oil sanctions and unfreez-
ing Iran’s assets abroad among the 
demands, which were included in an 
Iran-US truce in June that later col-
lapsed. Iran and Oman have for 
weeks been discussing the future of  

navigation through the strait, with 
Tehran saying the geographical co-
ordinates of  a route envisaged by 
both countries “have been agreed 
upon”.

On Monday, Iran said talks were 
“continuing in a serious manner” 
and views were being exchanged on 
the text of  a “joint statement”. Ghali-
baf  said Iran was “ready to inflict an 
even more crushing defeat on the en-
emy, proportionate to its actions and 
advances”. AFP

Trump claims Hormuz as US 
territory, rules out Iran talks
Iran says Strait of Hormuz remains closed until US meets its demands

Trump’s Truth Social map showing Hormuz as ‘New US Territory’ |  TRUTH SOCIAL

Qatar says Hormuz 
deal may revive talks

DOHA: Qatar said an Iran-Oman 
agreement on the Strait of Hormuz 

could help resume stalled US-Iran 
negotiations. Iran effectively shut the 

strategic waterway after war broke out 
with the US in late February. Tehran 

says it will not reopen the strait until 
Washington meets its demands, 

including lifting a naval blockade and 
oil sanctions, and unfreezing Iranian 

assets. Qatar said an agreement would 
make it easier to return to negotiations.

HRW says UN must keep 
peacekeepers in Lebanon
BEIRUT: Human Rights Watch urged 
the UN to maintain an international 
force in Lebanon after UNIFIL’s 
mandate expires on December 31, 
2026. HRW warned that withdrawing 
peacekeepers without a replacement 
could leave civilians vulnerable to 
attacks and abuses. UN chief Antonio 
Guterres and Lebanon’s President 
Joseph Aoun have backed keeping 
peacekeepers or deploying an 
alternative force.

YOU CAN’T WAIT FOR 
INSPIRATION. YOU HAVE 
TO GO AFTER IT WITH  
A CLUB ❯ JACK LONDON 

(Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001) 
Corporate Identification Number (CIN) : U40109PB2010SGC033813, Website : www.pspcl.in

Phone No. 96461-18774, Email Id: semeteringpatiala@gmail.com

Tender Enquiry No.  MQP-268/2026-27/PO(M)  Dated: 17.08.2026 
Chief Engineer / Metering, C-3, Shakti Vihar, PSPCL, Patiala invites e-tender for Design, Supply, 
Testing, Commissioning, Integration, Reading. Analysis and 5 year O&M of -/5 Amp. 11KV/110V &-/1 
Amp. -/110V DLMS Compliant AC, 3 Phase, 4 wire CT/PT operated fully Static and AMR compatible 
smart HT & EHT Tri vector Consumer Energy meters (CATEGORY D-3) of accuracy class 0.28 with 
‘Optical Port’. AMI system & Communication infrastructure with a network platform across Punjab and 
Empanelment of technically eligible firms for private sale of above material.
For detailed NIT & Tender specification please refer to https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from 17.08.2026, 
17:00 PM onwards.
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