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25 workers
trapped 80 meters underground after a 
gold mine collapsed in northwest Colombia
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UNITED NATIONS

PRESIDENT Donald Trump re-
turned to the United Nations on 
Tuesday to boast of  his second-
term foreign policy achievements 
and lash out at the world body as a 
feckless institution, while warn-
ing Europe it would be ruined if  it 
doesn’t turn away from a “double-
tailed monster” of  ill-conceived 
migration and green energy 
policies.

World leaders listened closely to 
his remarks at the UN General As-
sembly as Trump has already 
moved quickly to diminish US sup-
port for the world body in his first 
eight months in office. Even in his 
first term, he was no fan of  the fla-
vor of  multilateralism that the 
United Nations espouses.

After his latest inauguration, 
he issued a first-day executive or-
der withdrawing the US from the 
World Health Organization. That 
was followed by his move to end 

US participation in the UN Hu-
man Rights Council, and ordering 
up a review of  US membership in 
hundreds of  intergovernmental 
organisations aimed at determin-
ing whether they align with the 
priorities of  his “America First” 
agenda.

Trump escalated that criticism 
on Tuesday, saying it’s “empty 
words don’t solve wars.” “What is 
the purpose of  the United Na-
tions?” Trump said. “The UN has 
such tremendous potential. I’ve al-
ways said it. It has such tremen-
dous, tremendous potential. But 
it’s not even coming close to living 
up to that potential.”

Trump offered a weave of  jar-
ring juxtapositions in his address 
to the assembly.

He trumpeted himself  as a 
peacemaker and enumerated suc-
cesses of  his administration’s ef-
forts in several hotspots around 
the globe. At the same, Trump her-
alded his decisions to order the US 

military to carry out strikes on 
Iran and more recently against al-
leged drug smugglers from Vene-
zuela and argued that globalists 
are on the verge of  destroying suc-
cessful nations.

Trump touted his administra-
tion’s policies allowing for expand-
ed drilling for oil and natural gas 
in the United States, and aggres-
sively cracking down on illegal im-
migration, implicitly suggesting 
more countries should follow 
suit.

He sharply warned that Euro-
pean nations that have more wel-
coming migration policies and 
commit to expensive energy 
projects aimed at reducing their 
carbon footprint were causing ir-
reparable harm to their economies 
and cultures.

“I’m telling you that if  you don’t 
get away from the ‘green energy’ 
scam, your country is going to 
fail,” Trump said. 

“If  you don’t stop people that 
you’ve never seen before that you 
have nothing in common with 
your country is going to fail.” 
Trump added, “I love the people 
of  Europe, and I hate to see it be-
ing devastated by energy and im-
migration. This double-tailed 
monster destroys everything in 
its wake, and they cannot let that 
happen any longer.”

 The passage of  the wide-rang-
ing address elicited some groans 
and uncomfortable laughter from 
delegates.

Trump urged European coun-
tries to abandon green energy ini-
tiatives, scoffing that, in decades 
past, some experts predicted that 
by the year 2000 “climate change 
will cause a global catastrophe.” 
He said scientists predicted some 
nations might be “wiped off  the 
map” by now, but insisted that’s 
“not happening.” AP

Donald Trump addresses 80th session of the United Nations General Assembly |  AP

US, Brazil leaders to meet 
amid tensions

Trump says he and Brazilian 
President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva 
have agreed to meet next week as 

tensions between their countries 
have spiked in recent months under 

heavy Trump administration 
criticism. He said him and Lula spoke 

briefly as they passed each other. “I 
saw him, he saw me and we 

embraced,” Trump said after 
criticising Brazil for its tariffs and 

prosecution of former Brazilian 
President Jair Bolsonaro.

Public invited to walk 
streets, join dinner in DC

Trump shifted to talking about crime 
overall and specifically his crackdown 

in the US capital, asserting that the 
city is “a totally safe city” after he 
flooded the streets with National 

Guard troops and federal law 
enforcement officers. “I welcome you 

to come,” Trump said. “In fact, we’ll 
have dinner together at a local 

restaurant and we’ll be able to walk. 
We don’t have to go by an armored 

plated vehicle.”

Time to choose between 
peace and war: UN chief

With global peace and progress under 
siege, the United Nations chief 

challenged world leaders on Tuesday 
to choose a future where the rule of 

law triumphs over raw power and 
where nations come together rather 

than scramble for self-interests. 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres 

told world leaders that today’s choice 
between peace or war, law or 

lawlessness, and cooperation or 
conflict is “more urgent and 

unforgiving.”

Trump calls Europe’s green policies, 
immigration a ‘double-tailed monster’
UN delegates groan as Don warns that green energy, open immigration will ruin economies

KYIV

Russia said that it shot 
down three dozen Ukraini-
an drones heading toward 
Moscow while Ukraine said 
that Russian missiles, 
drones and bombs killed at 
least two civilians, as 
Ukrainian President Volo-
dymyr Zelenskyy perse-
vered with efforts to bolster 
international support for 
his country at a UN gather-
ing of  world leaders on 
Tuesday.

With his troops under 
strain on the front line af-
ter more than three years 
of  fighting Russia’s bigger 
invading army, Zelensky 
was due to begin meetings 
with leaders gathered in 
New York this week for 
the UN General Assembly. 
They included US Presi-
dent Donald Trump, Zel-
enskyy’s spokesperson, 

Serhii Nykyforov, told The 
Associated Press. Peace ef-
forts set in motion by 
Trump since he returned 
to office in January ap-
pear to have stalled. 
Trump’s Alaska summit 
with Russian President 
Vladimir Putin and a 
White House meeting with 
Zelenskyy and key Euro-
pean leaders took place 
more than a month ago, 
but the war has continued 
unabated.

Zelenskyy said that he 
met late Monday in New 

York with Keith Kellogg, 
Trump’s special envoy. 
Kellogg and Zelenskyy 
discussed cooperation 
agreements on the manu-
facturing of  drones and 
Ukraine’s purchase of  
American weaponry, the 
Ukrainian president said 
on Telegram. European 
leaders have supported Ze-
lenskyy’s diplomatic ef-
forts, even as the Israel-
Hamas war in Gaza is 
expected to take center 
stage at  the United  
Nations.  AP

RUSSIA SUSPECTED IN DRONE SHUTDOWN
COPENHAGEN: Several unidentified drones shut down 
airspace over Copenhagen Airport on Monday night, 
prompting concerns that Russia could be behind the flyover 
above Scandinavia’s largest airport. There was no indication 
that the operators of two to three drones intended to cause 
harm to anyone, police said, and the drones disappeared 
after hours. While it wasn’t clear who was behind the flyover, 
Denmark’s prime minister and NATO’s secretary-general said 
that Russian involvement couldn’t be ruled out. 

Russian strikes kill civilians, 
Ukrainian drones shot down

BEIJING

CHINA’s global manufacturing 
hub, Guangdong province, on 
Tuesday evacuated over 3.71 lakh 
people while its modern and afflu-
ent cities like Shenzhen shut down 
to face Super Typhoon Ragasa, 
stated to be the most powerful 
storm to hit the region in recent 
years.

The province raised its emer-
gency response to the highest level 
on Tuesday as Ragasa is forecast 
to make landfall along the central 
or western coastal areas of  the 
province.

More than 10 cities, including 
the technology hub Shenzhen,
have announced the closure of  all 
markets, schools, factories and 
transport systems, advising people 
to stay indoors and stockpile food 
and water, the Hong Kong-based 
South China Mor ning Post 
reported. 

More than 371,000 people have 
been evacuated across the prov-
ince while helicopters and drones, 
23 ships and 38,000 firefighters re-
main on standby, the Guangdong 
government said. 

The central government has 
also sent evacuation and disaster 
aid, including more than 60,000 
tents, beds, lights and family kits, 
state-run Xinhua news agency re-
ported.  AP

China’s global 
industrial hub
closes ahead  
of typhoon 

3.71L EVACUATED Israel strikes Gaza medi-
cal center amid growing 
genocide accusations
DEIR AL-BALAH

A Palestinian medical charity said 
on Tuesday that Israel destroyed 
its main center in Gaza City after 
ordering its evacuation. The Pales-
tinian Medical Relief  Society said 
an Israeli strike reduced its six-
story building in 
the Tel al-Hawa 
neighborhood to 
rubble. 

It said the cent-
er was one of  the 
main facilities in 
the city provid-
ing blood dona-
tion and testing 
services, trauma 
c a r e ,  c a n c e r 
medicine and 
chronic disease 
treatment.

There was no 
immediate com-
ment from the 
Israeli military, 
which has re-
peatedly bombed 
and raided hos-
pitals in Gaza 
throughout the 
war.

Multiple hospitals in the famine-
stricken city have been forced to 
shut down as Israel forces advance. 
Israel accuses Hamas of  using 
medical facilities for military pur-
poses — which could cause them 
to lose their protection under in-

ternational law — but the military 
has often provided little or no evi-
dence of  a significant militant 
presence. The head of  the World 
Health Organization, which has 
partnered with the charity, con-
demned the strike. “Attacks on 
health facilities must end. The 

senseless violence 
must stop. Cease-
fire!” Tedros Adh-
anom Ghebreyesus 
wrote on X. A grow-
ing number of  ex-
perts, including 
those  commis -
sioned by a U.N. 
body, have said Is-
rael’s offensive in 
the Gaza Strip 
amounts to geno-
cide, deepening Is-
rael’s isolation and 
risking untold 
damage to  the 
country’s standing 
even among allies. 
The accusation is 
vehemently denied 
by Israel, which 
was established in 
part as a refuge for 
Jews after the Hol-

ocaust. Others have rejected it or 
said only a court can make that 
determination.

There have been calls for exclu-
sion in the cultural and sports sec-
tors, and protests in several Euro-
pean cities. AP
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Top Chinese scientist 
detained in corruption case
Beijing: A Chinese scientist, who 
specialised in developing 
semiconductor chips for weapon 
systems, has been detained by 
anti-corruption authorities, his 
company Zhejiang Great 
Microwave Technology said. The 
company said in a statement it 
had ‘the company’s actual 
controller and chairman, that Yu 
has been subjected to detention 
measures by the Supervisory 
Commission of Huangshi’, South 
China Morning Post reported.  AP

US politician criticised 
over remarks on Hanuman
Houston: Texas Republican Senate 
candidate Alexander Duncan 
called the 90-ft Hanuman statue 
in Sugar Land “false” and claimed 
America is a “Christian nation,” 
sparking backlash. The Hindu 
American Foundation demanded 
action, labeling his remarks anti-
Hindu hate. Social media users 
criticised his comments as 
disrespectful and contrary to 
American values. 
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