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26 Irular houses damaged, govt 
seeks sponsors to repair them
R  K I R U B A K A R A N  @ Coimbatore

AS many as 26 concrete-roof  
houses that were built 23 years 
ago for the use of  the tribal peo-
ple at Puliyankandi tribal ham-
let, near Pollachi, in the Coim-
b a t o r e  d i s t r i c t  h a v e 
deteriorated, posing a threat to 
the residents.

 A few families have vacated 
their weak houses and started 
to live at temporary places 
away from the hamlet. Fearing 
that the houses may collapse 
any time, the residents asked 
the government to renovate 
them.

The housing conditions are 
indescribably bad. The con-
crete roofs were completely 
damaged and many have par-
tially collapsed. The roofs stood 
only with the steel structures 
inside the concrete. Similarly, 
pillars and walls too can col-
lapse at any time as they have 
cracks. People cover the roofs 
with tarpaulin due to heavy wa-
ter leakage during rainy days.

 “Concrete roofs covered with 
tarpaulin are nowhere to be 
seen but that is the situation 
here with families struggling to 
live with children and elderly 
people. As the condition of  the 
houses is deteriorating, some 
have vacated their houses and 
moved out of  the hamlet seek-
ing safe housing. Only the cat-
tle are staying in the empty 
houses. As monsoon is nearing, 
there is a fear among the people 
that the houses will collapse 
anytime,” said R Paulina, a 
resident.  

 The Puliyankandi tribal 
hamlet is situated three kilo-
metres from the Aliyar dam. In 
1966 during the construction of  

the dam, four groups of  tribal 
people --  Pulaiyar, Malasar, Ma-
hamalasar and Eravallar - who 
were staying in its catchment 
areas were translocated to Puli-
yankandi, Navamalai, Pan-
thakkal Amman Pathi, Nel-
lithurai Mannam, Anbu Nagar 
and Pandiyan Pathi. Eravallar 
community people settled at 
Puliyankandi and the hamlet 
was adopted by the forest de-
partment for 10 years between 
1995 and 2005 when the area 
was under the Udumalpet for-
est range. During the period, 
the people of  Puliyankandi 
were sanctioned individual 
safe houses, said sources.  

 “Forty-one houses were con-
structed in 1999-2000. Each 
house has two rooms and is 
built on 1.5 cents. Only 33 hous-
es are occupied at present. The 
residents of  the remaining 
houses vacated the hamlet after 
their houses got damaged.

A few more are planning to 
vacate the houses now. Though 
26 houses are in terrible shape, 
we continue to live here as we 

cannot shift as we cannot spend 
for safe housing,” said A Loga-
nathan, president of  the Puliy-
ankandi hamlet.

Loganathan added that they 
expect government help as they 
don’t  have the financial re-
sources to rebuild or renovate 
the houses themselves.

Pollachi Sub-Collector A 
Catherine Saranya told TNIE 
that they had evaluated the 
conditions of  the houses and 
found that over 20 houses were 
in bad shape. We have sent pro-
posals to the government ask-
ing for funds either for renova-
tion or reconstruction of  the 
houses. However, no develop-
mental works would be carried
out when the MCC is in force,” 
she said.

Meanwhile, sources said that 
the Coimbatore district admin-
istration has sought help from 
private players or NGOs to car-
ry out at least the repair works 
under the Corporate Social Re-
sponsibility (CSR) funding to 
manage the situation as the 
monsoon is nearing. 

CHILD TRAFFICKING CASE: THREE 
WOMEN DETAINED IN HYDERABAD 
Hyderabad: The Medipally police have taken 
custody of three women accused in a high-profile 
child trafficking case. The cops will look to uncover 
the network of agents operating from Delhi and 
Pune and to identify the biological parents of the 
rescued children, sources said.The first arrest, on 
May 22, was of a registered medical practitioner 
(RMP), Shobha Rani, which has led to a 
collaboration between the Medipally and Mumbai 
police departments.A police officer involved in the 
investigation confirmed that the health of the 
rescued children is stable, and they are being well 
cared for in shelter homes. “The children will 
remain in the custody of these shelters for three 
months. If we can identify and locate their biologic 
al parents within this period, we will reunite them. 
Otherwise, they will be put up for adoption,” the 
officer stated. Meanwhile, the Medipally police 
station has been inundated with calls from 
distressed parents inquiring about their missing 
children. In a parallel effort, the police are seeking 
custody of eight additional agents suspected of 
procuring, selling and transporting children from 
New Delhi and Mumbai to the Telugu states. ENS

‘Cooked up’ documents, 
crime  scene file errors 
led to many acquittals
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE most common reason for 
city police’s ganja cases falling 
flat before trial courts is the 
‘cooked up’ documents. For in-
stance, judges have routinely 
found that cops mentioned the 
crime number in the seizure 
mahazar — a document pre-
pared at the crime scene — be-
fore registering the case, con-
sidered a dead giveaway of  a 
‘false case being foisted’ on the 
accused. Another common er-
ror is the absence of  the ac-
cused’s signature on the seizure 
mahazar. These have been suf-
ficient for most cases to fall flat, 
leading to acquittals.

There are other cases where 
city cops have bungled up the 
investigation similarly. In an 
acquittal verdict on May 22, is-
sued by Judge J Juliet Pushpa, 
the police’s version of  events 
stating that the contraband was 
found in the accused’s ‘bag’, 
collapsed because they had not 
provided any details of  said 
bag in the mahazar.

In similar verdict on April 3, 
Judge C Thirumagal noted how 
the cops had created the seizure 
mahazar at the crime scene at 
1.20 pm, registered an FIR at 
3.30 pm, and the mahazar still 
somehow contained the FIR 
number. In another judgement 
on April 17, the judge criticised 
the police for admitting that the 
accused, a female, was searched 
by a male officer, which ‘made 
a dent’ in the case.

Discrepancies in official ver-
sions of  how the seizures were 
made also factor into the ac-
quittals. In one such case, the 
judge noted how a police offi-
cial deposed that the ganja was 

seized right opposite a popular 
landmark, while his colleague’s 
version was that the seizure 
was made in a lane beside the 
landmark.

Delay in producing samples 
to the lab and filing chargesheets 
within the stipulated time are 
also commonly cited reasons 
for acquittals in these cases. 
Advocates point to how the 
Narcotic Drugs and Psycho-
tropic Substances (NDPS) Act, 
1985, is very stringent as the 
prosecution must establish a 
prima facie case beyond rea-

sonable doubt, only after which 
the ‘reverse burden’ clause — 
onus on the accused to prove 
their innocence - would kick 
in.

Advocate Pon Prabhakaran  
said that police must follow 
procedures to obtain a convic-
tion. “Most city cops might lack 
the know-how and need to be 
trained in these aspects. Many 
cases fall flat due to the benefit 
of  doubt accorded to the ac-
cused,” he noted. 

A senior police official stated 
city police is burdened with a 
lot of  duties and hence may 
m a k e  m i s t a k e s  d u r i n g 
documentation.

Common reasons 
for acquittals:
�  Crime number mentioned in 

the seizure mahazar

�  Absence of the accused’s 
signature in the mahazar

�  Inconsistencies in police 
officials’ version of events

�  Delay in production of ganja 
samples for testing

RECURRING ACTS

Theatre to be served 
notice, victims say govt  
must ensure equality
C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

BALARAMAN told TNIE that an inquiry is 
underway, and action will be taken based on 
the findings. He added that Collector Arun 
Thamburaj had directed the RDO to issue a 
show cause notice to the theatre and to take 
necessary measures to instruct theatre man-
agements on the matter. Management of  the 
New Cinema Theatre could not be reached for 
comment. 

“This is not just about us watching a film at 
this theatre despite being denied tickets. We 
want to ensure that this behaviour is not re-
peated towards people like us. The govern-
ment must issue an order so that we are treat-
ed with proper respect at theatres and other 
public places,” one of  the Narikuravars told 
reporters later. It may be recalled that last 
year, members of  the Narikuravar commu-
nity were initially refused entry to a cinema 
theatre in Chennai.

C O N T I N U E D  F R O M  P A G E  1

THE reptile was safely handed 
over to Hosur District Forest 
Officer K Karthikeyani, after 
the team informed Chief  Wild-
life Warden Srinivas R Reddy 
about the incident.

Reddy told TNIE that Sikkar-
imedu is notorious for illegal 
activities involving wildlife. 
“Bushmeat trade usually hap-
pens in a discreet manner, 
through known channels. How-
ever, in this case, it is shocking 
to see the brazenness with 
which they approached stran-
gers and offered live scheduled 
animals. We are working on a 
comprehensive plan along with 
the state wildlife crime control 
bureau to deal with the issue,” 
he said. 

DFO Karthikeyani stated 
that monitor lizards caught in 
Pudukkottai, Tiruppur and 
Cuddalore, are brought into 
Sikkarimedu for sale via public 
buses. It is a very organised 
trade, she noted.

“We have tried different 
methods to deter them, includ-
ing creating alternative liveli-
hoods and empowering the 
women in the village. In 2015-
16, the state government pro-
vided funds to each family in 
the village to encourage them 
to seek out a legitimate liveli-
hood and prevent them from 
hunting wild animals. We in-
stalled CCTV cameras, con-
ducted multiple raids, arrested 
and imposed hefty fines on the 
accused. Although some change 
has been observed, there is a 

section of  people which contin-
ues to indulge in the illegal 
trade. Even two months ago we 
conducted a joint operation 
with police personnel and res-
cued a few monitor lizards from 
their possession,” Karthikeya-
ni said. 

Furthermore, she stated that 
the villagers who are caught 
are small timers. A person by 
the name of  Nadeson, popular-
ly known as Apple, is the king-
pin and owns sizable wealth, 
she claimed. “He uses village 
women as human shields when 
we try to enter the village. All 
transactions are done in cash 
leaving no digital footprint. We 

are working on a strategy to 
deal with this,” Karthikeyani 
added.       

Notably, a raid carried out in 
Sikkarimedu by forest officials 
in 2010, which led to the seizure 
of  43 monitor lizards. In 2013, 
22 lizards were seized from a 
tribal couple near a bus stand 
in Krishnagiri.

CONSERVATION STATUS
SPECIES WPA CITES IUCN

Bengal Monitor Schedule 1 Appendix 1 Least Concern

Water Monitor Schedule 1 Appendix 2 Least Concern   

Yellow Monitor Schedule 1 Appendix 1 Least Concern

Desert Monitor Schedule 1 Appendix 1 Not Assessed

POPULATION STATUS
Bengal Monitor Declining

Water Monitor Unknown

Yellow Monitor Unknown

Desert Monitor Unknown

Animals transported in 
govt buses: Hosur DFO

Most of the 20 houses that were built around 40 years ago for Irula people  at 
Puliyankandi in Pollachi are in a dilapidated condition |  EXPRESS

45 die of ‘sunstroke’ in Odisha in 24 
hours; 141 fatalities recorded so far
A total of 99 suspected heatstroke deaths have been reported in the state in last 72 hours

E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E 
@ Bhubaneswar

THE suspected sunstroke death 
toll in Odisha stood at 141 on 
Sunday with the state record-
ing 45 more fatalities in the last 
24 hours. As the state continued 
to bear the brunt of  the blister-
ing conditions, western dis-
tricts remained the epicentre.

According to the Special Re-
lief  Commissioner’s (SRC) of-
fice, a total of  99 suspected 
heatstroke deaths were report-
ed in the last 72 hours. Of  the 
total suspected heatstroke 
deaths in the last three days, 20 
cases have been confirmed by 
collectors of  various districts 
basing on post-mortem and 
joint inquiry reports, while it 
was ascertained two cases were 
not due to sunstroke.

“During this summer, re-
ports of  141 alleged sunstroke 
deaths have been reported by 
various district collectors. So 
far, 26 deaths have been con-
firmed due to sunstroke and 
eight are caused by other rea-

sons,” said the SRC’s office. 
Around 107 alleged cases are 
pending inquiry at the district 
level. Meanwhile, met office 
said heatwave is likely to per-
sist in Odisha for two more 
days. Heatwave condition is ex-
pected to occur in parts of  Bar-
garh, Balangir, Kalahandi, Nu-
apada and Sonepur districts on 

Monday. Similarly, heatwave is 
likely to prevail in Bargarh, Ba-
langir, Kalahandi, Nuapada, 
Sonepur and Sambalpur dis-
tricts on Tuesday.

Slight relief  is expected from 
Wednesday onwards as the met 
office has not forecast heatwave 
condition in the state for the 
subsequent four days. However, 

hot and humid weather is ex-
pected to prevail in a few dis-
tricts on Wednesday and 
Thursday.

As suspected sunstroke 
deaths have witnessed an 
alarming rise in the last three 
days, the met office cautioned 
that heat is a health concern for 
the general public, especially 
infants, elderly people, preg-
nant women and the persons 
who are unwell. It advised the 
citizens to take precautionary 
measures while going outside 
between 11 am and 3 pm.

On the day, there was a mar-
ginal drop in the mercury lev-
els in the state. Titlagarh was 
the hottest at 42.5 degree Celsi-
us, followed by Balangir and 
Sonepur 42.3 degree Celsius 
each. Bhubaneswar and Cut-
tack recorded 38.3 degree Cel-
sius and 36 degree Celsius re-
spectively. With high humidity 
and no significant rainfall ac-
tivity, citizens are facing intol-
erable conditions. The state has 
recorded 27 per cent deficit 
rains between May 23 and 29.

An icecream vendor with headcover on, on a sunny day in Bhubaneswar |  EXPRESS

In light of intelligence reports hinting possibility 
of clashes between supporters of rival 
candidates in Kannur on the counting day, police 
have stepped up vigil in the district

VIGIL UP IN 
KANNUR

  My daughter, Barza Fathimma Mohammed 
Basheer, D/o.Mohammed Basheer, 
DATE OF BIRTH : 15.02.2008, (PLACE OF 
BIRTH : DEVARSHOLA), RESIDING AT Door 
No.11/281a4v, Kalkori, T.K Pet, Gudalur 
Bazaar Post, Gudalur Taluk, The Nilgiris 
District - 643212. Holder of Indian Passport 
No:R8590654 Issued at Coimbatore on 
27-02-2018. Her name SHALL HENCEFORTH 
BE KNOWN AS Barza Fathima.

Mohammed Basheer (Father)

NAME CHANGE

NEVER COMPLAIN AND 
NEVER EXPLAIN

BENJAMIN DISRAELI


