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Joe Rogan, Jeff Bezos, Mark Zuckerberg among Trump 
VIPs at 2025 inauguration

TRUMP’S FRIENDS | Billionaire tech titans, media tycoons 
get pride of place as they swarm DC for inauguration

Swamped 
with techies

President-elect Don-
ald Trump started his 
second inauguration 
day surrounded by 

tech titans and media moguls. 
Amazon boss Jeff Bezos, 

Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg, 
and Apple CEO Tim Cook 
were all present inside St. 
John’s church in the capital on 
Monday morning.  

The three were spotted 
chatting amongst themselves 
as they attended the service 
with Trump to kick off his in-
auguration.  

Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
was also spotted sitting behind 
the three, with TikTok CEO 
Shou Zi Chew also seen after 
the service. 

Other guests seen inside the 
Church of the Presidents in-
cluded the likes of podcaster 
Joe Rogan and former Fox 
News’ media mogul Rupert 
Murdoch.  

The President of FIFA 
Gianni Infantino was among 
the congregation as well as 
Evan Spiegel, the CEO of 
Snapchat. Former Prime Min-
ister of the United Kingdom 
Boris Johnson was also seated 
near Bezos and his fiancée 
Lauren Sanchez.  

Tesla and X CEO Elon Musk 
and Robert F. Kennedy Jr, 
who is Trump’s presumptive 
nominee for Secretary of 
Health and defense pick Pete 
Hegseth were also spotted. 

Images later emerged fol-
lowing the service showing 
Joe Rogan and Pete Hegseth in 
conversation.  

Elon Musk was also spotted 
in conversation with the 

Prime Minister of Italy Giorgia 
Meloni, with Musk having to 
previously deny an affair with 
Meloni after images of them 
together appeared on social 
media.  

The group of tech titans 
who appeared for the cer-
emony have all sought 
stronger relationships with 
Trump following his election 
win in November.  

As the service ended, staff 
in the Capitol put the final 
touches to a luncheon that will 
occur after Trump's swearing-
in ceremony.  

EAM carries 
PM’s letter  
New Delhi: External 
Affairs Minister S 
Jaishankar is carrying a 
letter from Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
for US President Donald 
Trump, sources said on 
Monday. Jaishankar is 
representing PM Modi as 
his special envoy at 
President Trump's 
inaugural function on 
Monday, the sources 
said. Trump is taking 
charge as the 47th 
President of the US. The 
external affairs 
minister's presence at 
the presidential 
inauguration is in line 
with India's general 
practice to send special 
envoys to attend the 
swearing-in ceremony of 
heads of state and 
government, the sources 
said. - PTI

Bitcoin soars 
past $100,000 
AP 
WASHINGTON 

The price of bitcoin surged to 
over $109,000 on Monday, hours 
ahead of President-elect 
Trump’s inauguration, as a 
pumped up cryptocurrency in-
dustry bets he will take action 
son after returning to the White 
House.  

Once a skeptic who said a 
few years ago that bitcoin 
“seems like a scam”, Trump has 
embraced digital currencies 
with a convert's zeal. He's 
launched a new cryptocurrency 
venture and vowed on the cam-
paign trail to take steps early in 
his presidency to make the US 
into the “crypto capital” of the 
world. His promises including 
creating a US crypto stockpile, 
enacting industry-friendly regu-
lation and event appointing a 
crypto “czar” for his administra-
tion. “You are going to be very 
happy with me,” Trump told 
crypto-enthusiasts at a bitcoin 
conference last summer.  

PTI 
BEIJING 

Chinese authorities on 
Monday executed two men 
who were involved in carry-
ing out deadly social re-
venge killings with a car and 
knife last year, according to 
a media report. The auth-
orities on Monday executed 
a 62-year-old man who 
drove his car into people ex-
ercising outside a stadium 
last year, killing 35 people 
and injuring over 40, the re-
port said. 

Fan Weiqiu, who was 
stated to be angry over the 
division of the property 

after his divorce, carried 
out the attack a day before 
the Chinese military held its 
prestigious air show in Zhu-
hai City. He was executed 
less than a month after a 
court sentenced him to 
death. 

The Zhuhai Intermediate 
People's Court held a public 
trial of Fan for the crime of 
endangering public safety 
by dangerous means in ac-
cordance with the law, the 
state-run Xinhua news 
agency reported. The court 
termed his motive “ex-
tremely vile” and “the 
methods” used by him “par-
ticularly cruel”. 

DEADLY SOCIAL REVENGE KILLINGS 

China executes 2
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